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NOW FOR FEDERAL SUPERVISION. 


A BILL has been introduced in the United 
States Congress carrying out the suggestion 
made by President Roosevelt in his 
message advocating federal supervision. The 
bill introduced provides that on or before 
Jan. 1, 1906, the secretary of commerce and 
labor shall appoint an insurance superintendent 
who shall make and enforce all necessary and 
proper rules for the regulation of the business 
of insurance in all its branches whenever such 


recent 


business involves interstate or foreign transac- 
tion. ‘The impetus given by the president of 
the United States to national supervision has 
been felt all along the line. ‘ 


THe New York Lire has sent out a cartoon 
alleged to show the relative positions of the 
various departments in the great fifteen-thou- 
sand-dollar-end-of-the-year contest. We are 
glad the allegation is there to explain it, as 
we thought it was a picture of Vice-President 
KINGSLEY leading the home office force to a 
Y. M. C. A. meeting. 


INDIANA TO THE FORE. 

THE appointment of A. R. Monroer, Indiana 
state agent of the QUEEN, as assistant western 
manager of the company, emphasizes the com- 
pliment recently paid that state by insurance 
companies, 

A few months ago Preston T. Kersey of 
Indianapolis was chosen as assistant manager 
of the Sun. Following in close succession 
came the appointment of JoHn C. INGRAM, 
Indiana state agent of the GERMAN AMERI- 
CAN, as assistant western manager. Then the 
NEWARK Fire wanted a western supervising 
general agent, and of course it went to 
Hoosierdom. CArrott L. De Wirt, Indiana 
state agent of the GLENS FALts, was selected 
for the post. Now comes the promotion of 
Mr. Monroe of the QUEEN. 

We doubt very much whether any field has 
been so signally honored in so short a time. 
The northwest a short time ago was the 
source from which managerial channels were 
flowing, but now a flood has set in from the 
hanks of the Wabash. 

Indiana is bright in its literary stars, emi- 
nent in its statesmen and distinguished in its 
underwriters. It speaks well for the body of 
splendid field talent that so many special 
agents have been called to positions of re- 





sponsibility. The supply has not been de- 
pleted. Indiana can furnish substantial men 
now for managerial posts from the 
workers of its domain. 


active 


THE Boarp oF CASUALTY AND SuRETY UN- 
DERWRITERS is. Just what it is remains to be 
seen. We wish its numerous parents had not 
given it such a long name, as we can’t get all 
those letters in any single line head in this 
paper. 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER. 

THE office of State Senator FRANK Far- 
NUM in the Calumet building, Chicago, was 
raided this week by the police, and the claim 
is made that horseracing paraphernalia was 
found in the way of a handbook, “dope sheet,” 
etc., it being supposed to be a clearing house 
of information. The door to this august 
office was kept constantly locked, the identity 
of all who entered being well known. Hav- 
ing desk room in this office is JaMEs R. Wii- 
son, who has figured prominently in wildcat 
operations, he being under indictment 
by the United States grand jury. 
of adjoining offices supposed that the doors 
were kept bolted in order to keep WILSON 
from further encroachments. It is probable 
that wildcat statistics in the office were used 
in compilation of the “dope sheet.” 


now 
Occupants 


LACK OF UNION CO-OPERATION. 


Members of the governing committee of 
the WersTERN UNION make serious complaint 
as to the lack of co-operation among mem- 
bers in the conflagration charge. The mem- 
bers voted to have this charge and when it 
was put into effect some field men and man- 
agers in order to gain favor with local agents 
appeared lukewarm and exhibited a sad lack 
of forcefulness in dealing with local repre- 
sentatives. They insinuated that they were 
not in sympathy with the advance, were try- 
ing to block it and thus encouraged the local 
agent in rebellious practices. Several in- 
stances are cited where the cause of the pug- 
nacious attitude of the 
rectly to union company representatives. 


agents is traced di- 


WHEN STOCKS BEGAN TO FALL. 


Though the underwriting profits 
Long ago had disappeared, 

Perhaps the annual statements 
Would not be as bad as feared; 

The banking end might make a gain 
In surplus after all; 

The managers breathed easier 

When stocks began to fall. 


Forth from the town of Boston 
There came a frenzied yell, 
Tom Lawson had broke loose again 
And was kicking up a smell. 
The underwriters had to take 
The wormwood and the gall, 
And managerial hearts stood still 
When stocks began to fall. 


COPMMITTEE VISITS CINCINNATI. 


A committee of company managers has vis- 
ited Cincinnati to look over the congested area 
and decide as to the conflagration hazard of 
various blocks. The National Board report 
on this city showed many deficiencies and 
there has been a demand from the companies 
for improvements at an early date. If these 
are not forthcoming no doubt a conflagration 
charge will be placed on the city. The com- 
mittee found that the National Board report 
was accurate, and in view of the old buildings 
in some of the blocks it seems unavoidable to 
keep the charge from the city. 





GOES WITH DELAWARE AND RELIANCE. 


Raymond Waldron, who has been connected 
with the western department of the German 
American since the reinsurance of the Green- 
wich; becomes special agent of the Delaware 
and Reliance for Indiana and Michigan. He 
was formerly Cook county special of the 
Greenwich. 


r gentlemen had been associated with 





WILDCAT MANAGERS PLEAD GUILTY. 


C. A. Van Anden and Dr. 8S. W. Jacobs Run 
Down by the Federal Authorities 
and Confess Their Sins. 


The wildcat cases came 
States court in Chicago yesterday, three 
counts being presented against C, A. Van 
Anden and Dr. S. W. Jacobs. To the sur- 
prise of those present both plead guilty, the 
court reserving sentence. The charge was 
using the mails with intent to defraud in 
issuing wildcat insurance policies. This is 
counted a great victory for the governmeni, 
as both the postal authorities and insurance 
depaitment of Illinois have been giving much 
attention to securing evidence. The maxi- 
mum penalty is $500 fine under each count 
or six months in jail. There are three other 
cases to be heard. 


before the United 





GOOD MAN IS PROMOTED. 

Charles P. Wofford, southern general agent 
of the Royal Exchange at the New York 
headquarters, has been appointed resident sec 
retary of the United States branch, succeeding 
W. C. Scheide, resigned. It is expected that 
the Royal Exchange will more generally enter 
the agency business and that it will 


enter 
several states early in the new year. 





WILL BE READY TO START SOON 
The company proposed by the New York 
Plate Glass will likely be ready to start early 
in the new year. It wiil have combined assets 
and surplus of $500,000. 





RESIGNATION IS WITHDRAWN. 


About three months ago the’ Insurance Com- 
pany of North America sent jn its resigna- 
tion as a member of the Insurance Survey 
Bureau, but it is now reported that the res- 
ignation has been withdrawn until the next 
union meeting, when another attempt will be 
made to make the bureau an adjunct of the 
Western Union, failing which, the North 
America’s resignation is to again be considered 
to go into effect April 1, 1905. 





De Camp—There is no more highly es- 
teemed underwriter or gentleman in the busi 
ness than J. M. De Camp of Cincinnati, man- 
ager of the Liverpool & London & Globe 
Last week he celebrated the twenty-fifth an 
niversary of his locating in Cincinnati by giv- 
ing a dinner to his office staff. Some of the 
Mr. De 
Camp during the entire period. 





Corran—In the November issue of Insur- 
ance Economics appears a well-written sketch 
of President J. W. G .Cofran of the Western 
Union, who also has much to say as to the 
management of the Hartford Fire in the west. 
The sketch is written by Mr. Cofran’s news- 
paper ally, T. Roosevelt Weddell of the 
Record-Herald. Readers, however, are as 
tounded at this sentence, “Starting at the age 
of 19, Mr. Cofran went through all the desks 
of the office.” Just what booty Mr. Cofran 
discovered in his tour through the desks is 
not divulged. It will be well, in the light of 
this revelation, for the Western Union to 
institute an investigation into the past career 
of its ‘president. 





BEerR.— THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER is in re- 
ceipt of a communication from the National 
Fanciers &. Breeders Association, which is to 
give an exhibit at the Chicago Coliseum, Jan. 
23-28, making the request that a modest notice 
be given to its coming event. The entire staff 
was thrown into confusion at the idea of 
transforming an insurance newspaper into a 
poultry journal. Geese we may be, but we 
cannot editorialize on ducks or chickens. In 
the list of directors appears the name of Wil- 
liam Edward Beer, known in private life as 
the celebrated pigeon fancier and billiard ex- 
pert. His name also flies at the masthead 
of the Investigator, and he grinds out pon- 
derous stuff on the science of rate making. 
Dr. Beer will exhibit his private collection of 
owls at the coming show. We hope to see 
him there deftly manipulating his favorite 
brand of Egyptian cigarettes. 
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CASUALTY & SURETY BOARD. 


ORGANIZATION HAS BEEN PERFECTED 





New Board Starts Out Under the Leadership of 
the Most Influential Men in the 
Business. 





(Special Correspondence.) 

New York, Dec. 13—The Board of Cas- 
ualty & Surety Underwriters was organized 
in New York last week, everything going 
through in harmony with the report of the 
committee, which was printed sometime ago, 
with the exception of changing the title. Some 
of those in attendance had an idea that the 
surety business is not properly included as a 
branch of casualty underwriting, so the word 
surety was inserted in the title. As the dis- 
tinctively surety companies were not generally 
represented, there being only two present, and 
one of them not ready to join, changing the 
title may be considered as a sort of standing 
invitation for these companies. The meeting 
was largely attended, twenty-two companies 
being represented. ‘There was not a great 
deal of talking over the proposed organization, 
so far as its objects and purposes are con- 
cerned. The members did not talk a great 
deal about hopes, because, apparently, they 
were willing to see how the movement would 
develop, 

Constitution and By-Laws Are Discussed. 

Most of the session was devoted to a con- 
sideration of the constitution and _ by-laws, 
which were gone over quite carefully. In the 
main, the report of the committee was 
adopted. There were some changes, such as 
increasing the membership of the executive 
committee from five to seven, and separating 
some of the subjects so as to make the intent 
more clear. There was probably the most 
discussion over the question of amendments 
to the constitution and by-laws. In each it 
was provided that a majority of all the mem- 
bers shall be necessary to amend, and that 
yotes upon amendments may be either in per- 
son or in writing. 

Election of Officers. 

When it came to the time for the election 
of officers, both Captain Masters and Ralph 
Butler, the latter termed in the meeting by 
some speakers as “Colonel” Butler, had a 
method.. Captain Masters desired a nominat- 
ing committee, while Colonel Butler desired 
to elect John T. Stone and Walter Faxon. 
president and secretary, respectively, by accla- 
mation. Colonel Butler was not very insistent, 
having gotten the matter before the meeting 
and the nominating committee plan obtained. 
‘The officers reported by tite committee, who 
were unanimously elected, were John T. Stone 
of the Maryland Casualty, president; T. B. 
Allen of the Hartford Steam Boiler, vice- 
president; Walter C. Faxon of the Aétna Life, 
secretary; W. T. Woods of the Lloyds Plate 
Glass, treasurer; executive committee—George 
F. Seward, Fidelity & Casualty; W. F. Moore, 
New Amsterdam Casualty; H. G. B. Alex- 
ander, Continental Casualty; Oscar Ising, 
Ocean Accident; William Bro. Smith, Trav- 
elers. 

In accepting the presidency, Mr. Stone made 
a short speech in which he thanked the mem- 
bers for the honor conferred and expressed 
belief that there was plenty of work for the 
Board of Casualty & Surety Underwriters. In 
his opinion, the organization should be for 
work and not for show. There were many di- 
rections in which co-operation would be of 
benefit to the casualty and surety interests and 

(Continued on Page 18.) 





SOME JOURNALISTIC ASSETS. 


Age is an asset in insurance journal- 
ism. By diligent effort we have acquired 
this asset. 

Circulation is another asset. By attend- 
ing strictly to business this has been se- 
cured, 

Brains is another asset. We are always 
in the market ready to invest in this kind 
of security. 

Honesty of purpose is another asset, 
best of all. We have tried to put in all 
we can, It has helped us just to try. 

Journal of Insurance Economics, 
159 Devonshire street, Boston. 














NORTHWESTERN NATIONAL’S NEW OFFICERS. 


At a meeting of the directors of the North- 
western National Insurance Company, held 
at the home office, in Milwaukee, on Tuesday, 
the following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, Wilford M. Patton, formerly first vice- 
president ; first vice-president, Alfred F. James, 
formerly second vice-president; second vice- 
president, Wm. D. Reed, formerly secretary; 
secretary, Joseph Huebl, formerly assistant 
secretary ; assistant secretary, Lubin M. Stuart, 
formerly cashier. 





HOST FILES STATEMENT OF EXPENSE. 





Wisconsin Insurance Commissioner Shows How 
Much He Spent During the Recent 
Campaign in His State. 





Commissioner of Insurance Zeno M. Host 
of Wisconsin has filed his statement of cam- 
paign expenses, the total footing up to 
$4,047.56. The items in full follow: 

April 13—To preconvention campaign com- 
mittee, “On account of work and expenses in- 
curred in getting voters to preconvention cau- 
cuses to elect delegates to the state conven- 
tion, this expense being made necessary by 
threats of representatives of certain insurance 
companies to expend money to defeat my re- 
nomination,” $1,000. 

Between January 20 and Dec. 1, 1904—To 
chairman of ward and county committees, 
$620: to chairman of Republican state central 
committee, $650. 

To numerous persons, compensation, rail- 
road fare and hotel bills, $170.78. 

To numerous persons, cigars and incidental, 
$92. 
To numerous persons, for printing, postage 
and attorney’s fees to meet the libelous at- 
tacks of certain newspapers, $1,514.78. 

Total, $4,047.56, 





DUTIES OF HOUSEHOLDERS. 


The Grand Rapids Herald contains the fol- 
lowing excellent insurance editorial in a re- 
cent issue: 


“A good many fires that destroy or singe 
houses in winter come from careless handling 
of furnaces and stoves. These modern. appli- 
ances require some skill in manipulation and 
it is a wonder more houses are not burned. 
Stove pipes are put loosely into chimney col- 
lars that touch inflammable things, flues pass 
through dry pine floors or partitions in touch 
with wood or paper. It is not necessary for 
such a flue to be in itself defective to start 
a fire. Sometimes dust and fluff allowed to 
accumulate in it will burn. -The big blaze 
sometimes started to warm a house carelessly 
allowed to become cold will often heat flues 
almost to redness. If fed evenly they would 
seldom ignite the partitions. 

“Stoves are carelessly closed or cracks are 
left unrepaired. Stovepipes fit as loosely as 
little Tommy’s first pantaloons. Chimneys 
are allowed to foul until they burn out like 
high-pressure volcanoes. And all these slip- 
shod neglects often accompany frame build- 
ings with dry shingle roofs. Keep an eye 
on these things and no not expect fire depart- 
ments to neutralize home neglect. Foresight 
is one kind of fire insurance.” 





SPRINGFIELD IS ON TOP. 


The Springfield Fire & Marine has now 
reached the top. It is higher than any other 
insurance company in the United States. The 
reason for all this is that it has issued a pol- 
icy on the restaurant which is on the sum- 
mit of Pike’s Peak. The policy was written 
from Colorado Springs. The risk is not 
sprinkled, as there was some trouble in get- 
ting a tank in order to have gravity pressure. 





HEREFORD GETS MORE TERRITORY. 


One result of the visit of Manager Milton 
Dargan of the southern department of the 
Royal to Texas is the addition of Oklahoma 
and Indian territories to the field of James S. 
Hereford, who has heretofore had only Texas. 
Mr. Hereford will be assisted by H. B. Head, 
at present assistant daily report examiner at 
the general offices in Atlanta. The change is 
effective Jan. 1. 





RECOGNITION IS IMPORTANT. 


If MAY BRING FEDERAL SUPERVISION. 





Eminent Lawyer Thinks Supreme Court Might 
Now Recognize Insurance as Commerce, 
Thus Reversing Old Decision. 





James M. Beck, formerly assistant attorney- 
general of the United States and now special 
counsel of the Mutual Life, recently gave his 
views on federal supervision, which will be 
of interest to insurance men, especially as 
he holds that there are grounds for believing 
that if a case were to get before the United 
States supreme court now it would likely re- 
verse the old decision in which it was held 
that insurance is not commerce. Mr. Beck 
said in part: 

Recognition by President of Great Value. 

“While this recognition of the fact that 
insurance plays an important part in the in- 
terstate commercial intercourse of the nation 
is a new departure, other presidents have 
recognized that the foreign business of Amer- 
ican life insurance companies constituted an 
important part of our foreion commercial re- 
lations. The federal government has, how- 
ever, been embarrassed in protecting the rights 
of American companies in foreign lands by 
the absence of any congressional recognition 
of the national and international character of 
insurance, and President Roosevelt’s recom- 
mendation will be valuable in safeguarding 
our interests in foreign countries at a time 
when certain foreign nations are attempting 
to deny American companies equal rights in 
their territories. The president gives to the 
vast business of life insurance that for which 
the American companies have long and most 
earnestly sought—the seal of national rec- 
ognition, 

Delay in Recognition Has Been Long. 

“Tt seems strange that such recognition 
should have been delayed until the business 
in the United States had reached its present 
amazing development. A business which has 
in force over 17,000,000 contracts of insurance, 
whose annual income exceeds $500,000,000, 
and whose accumulated assets exceed $2,000,- 
000,000, obviously enters most intimately into 
the commercial life of the American people. 

Supreme Court [light Change Position. 

“The reason for this delay is not far to 
seek. When insurance was in its infancy the 
supreme court expressed the opinion -that in- 
surance was not commerce. The supreme 
court has never passed upon the validity of 
an act of congress affirmatively regulating 
interstate or foreign insurance. Their prob- 
able opinion is indicated by the recent deci- 
sion in the lottery cases, where a lottery ticket 
was held to be a ‘subject of commerce’ and 
its carriage from state to state the subject 
of congressional legislation. If a lottery ticket 
is a subject of commerce, a policy of insur- 
ance, less a lottery in character, must equally 
be so.’ 





TOO MUCH REBATING AT ATLANTA. 


The Southeastern Tariff Association has 
adopted a resolution continuing the special 
committee appointed to devise some means of 
stopping rebating in Atlanta. Unless something 
is accomplished in this line, the executive 
committee states that it will consider at its 
next meeting the advisability of declaring rates 
open on preferred classes, and at the same 
time provide protection to such agents as have 
lost business through the rebating that has 
been prevalent. 





NOTICE TO FIELD MEN, 


THe WESTERN UNDERWRITER is now 
handling a new and up-to-date field book 
designed by Loui A. Lent, Ohio, special 
agent of the Pennsylvania Fire. It has 
space for all the information required by 
modern conditions, with useless blanks 
eliminated. A new and valuable feature 
is the classification of business into dwell- 
ings, brick buildings, brick stocks, frame 
mercantile and specials. Printed on tough 
stock and strongly bound in flexible 
leather. Space for 200 agencies. Price, 
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BEGINS WRITING FIRE INSURANCE. 





Bankers Mutual Casualty of Des Moines With- 
drawing from Burglary and Entering 
Fire and Tornado Business. 





The Bankers Mutual Casualty of Des 
Moines within the past week began the busi- 
ness of insuring plate glass, town dwellings 
and farm property against damage by fire and 
tornadoes. Circulars have been sent out an- 
nouncing that the company will make a low 
rate on each insurance to owners of bank 
buildings. It is the only Iowa company mak- 
ing a specialty of insuring plate glass and re- 
setting it the same day as brokey. A. M. 
Benton is in charge of this department. The 
company is gradually putting aside the cas- 
ualty business it has been doitig and intends 
eventually to deal entirely in fire and tornado 
insurance, 





MINNEAPOLIS LOSS EXAGGERATED. 


The Minneapolis fire which took place Tues- 
day night was reported in the morning papers 
as causing all the way from $3,000,000 to 
$8,000,000 loss. The managers and company 
officials were completely staggered at the early 
accounts, as it seemed as if the entire city 
was doomed. About $500,000 will cover the 
entire loss, there being two buildings burned 
down and a 10 percent loss to the large 
sprinkled department store of the Powers Mer- 
cantile Company. 

The governing committee of the Union 4 
few weeks ago put a 10 percent conflagration 
charge on Minneapolis for the unprotected 
windows and wall and floor openings. The 
justice of this charge is now seen. The fire 
in Minneapolis can be used as an example by 
agents as a danger that confronts almost any 
city. 





SEND FOR HOL/IES’ DOCUPMENTS. 

Some of the legislators in Wisconsin have 
sent to Chicago for the affidavits and argu- 
ments used in the Frank F. Holmes case 
against the Chicago Underwriters Association. 
The request comes from the reference commit- 
tee. 





FIRE INSURANCE CLUB ELECTION. 


The Fire Insurance Club of Chicago, an 
active organization composed of office em- 
ployes of western departments and _ local 
agencies, has elected the following officers: 
President, F. F. Overlock, Commercial Union; 
vice-president, C. L. McCormick, Fred S. 
James & Co.; secretary, A. A. Hobbs, German 
American; treasurer, L. A. Tanner, Home. 





WILL IT HAVE A GENERAL AGENCY AT CHICAGO? 


Considerable speculation is being indulged 
in as to the policy that will be pursued by the 
Alhance Fire, which is soon to commence 
writing business, Among the conjectures are, 
as to whether the company will be managed 
entirely from the home office, or whether the 
western states are to be under the jurisdiction 
of General Downing’s department at Erie, Pa. 
here are some who are inclined to the 
opinion that there will be a distinct western 
depattment in Chicago. A man well known 
in that field is mentioned as the possible head 
of this last-named department, should it be 
established. 





HAS ABANDONED THE SCHEME. 


The United States Steel Corporation has 
tbandoned the idea of getting a blanket policy 
for $500,000 covering machinery in the vari- 
us states. Too many insurance departments 
have decided it is illegal under the laws of 
their states. 





MAKE INQUIRY AS TO THE ASSURED. 


The western department of the Springfield 
PF. & M. received a daily last week from 
\kron, Ohio, giving as the name of the 
assured, A. J. Harding. Naturally the man- 
agement was considerably aroused that local 
‘gents would exercise so little care as to issue 


a policy of the Springfield to an individual | 





carrying so significant a name. The western 
manager of the company declines to say 
whether he thinks any moral hazard attaches 
to the name or whether the hazard is more 
of a conflagration nature. At any rate the 
company will insist that the assured be 
measured by Dean’s mercantile schedule and 
that he be bulletined to see whether he has 
had a lurid career. 





IS INSURANCE COMMERCE ? 


Secretary Metcalfe of the Department of 
Commerce and Labor, says in his annual 
report: 

“The compilation on a uniform outline of 
insurance laws has been undertaken and com- 
pleted in ten states. Federal control or regu-, 
lation of insurance raises at the outset the 
question whether insurance in any of its forms 
is interstate commerce. The decisions of the 
supreme court of the United States have es- 
tablished the legal proposition that fire, life 
and marine insurance, in the forms presented 
to the court, are not interstate commerce. If 
this proposition be irrevocably settled the 
powers of the commissioner of corporations in 
reference to insurance are merely to collect 
and compile such statistics and information as 
may be voluntarily furnished to him. It 
would be useless to simply duplicate the statis- 
tics already obtained by various state insurance 
officers, 

“The rapid development of insurance busi- 
ness, its extent, the enormous amount of 
money and the diversity of interests involved 
and the present business methods suggest that 
under existing conditions insurance is com- 
merce and may be subjected to federal regula- 
tion.” 





CUFIMINS BECO"NES SECRETARY OF SOUTHERN. 

Holmes Cummins, former special agent of 
the Firemans Fund, with headquarters at 
Richmond, Va., has been elected secretary of 
the Southern Fire, which has just been char- 
tered and which expects to commence business 
Feb. 1, 1905. 





DURFEE PREPARED FOR SERVICE. 

Bradford K. Durfee, ex-insurance superin- 
tendent of Illinois, who has opened an office 
at 91 Dearborn street, Chicago, is now pre- 
pared to give expert service to insurance com- 
panies in the way of auditing accounts, mak- 
ing examinations, valuations and other lines 
of work desired by home offices, departments 
or general agencies. Mr. Durfee is not only 
an expert accountant but has a complete know!l- 
edge of underwriting transactions, 





TO CONSIDER MUTUAL COMPETITION. 


Owing to the inroads mutual companies are 
making in connection with traction business, 
President Cofran of the Western Union has 
appointed Fred S. James of the National of 
Hartford and J. F. Downing of the Insurance 
Company of North America a committee to 
consider the subject of mutual competition. 





IMPROVING PROTECTION OF CAPITOL. 


The state capitol commission, which has 
charge of the repairs of the capitol at Des 
Moines, which was badly damaged by fire last 
winter, is planning to install fire protection in 
the building. A larger main will be laid along 
the streets near the capitol and extensions will 
be made. The commission has met with 
manufacturers of chemical apparatus which 
will be installed in the near future. The 
state carries no insurance. 





NORTHWESI@RN NATIONAL’S POLICY. 


President W. M, Patton of the Northwest- 
ern National of Wisconsin announces that the 
death of President James will make no differ- 
ence in the policy of the company. He states 
that the company has always been against 
board_organizations and it will continue along 
the same lines. President James’ attacks on 
the Western Union, the official claims, will be 
maintained and backed up by the present 
management. 





The Hamilton Fire of New York will enter 
Illinois, J. A. Silvey, the general agent, being 
in Chicago to establish a local agency. 





RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMITTEE. 


List of Approved Electrical Fittings, Time- 
Recording Apparatus and Brands 
of Hose Is Issued. 





The committee on fire protection engineer- 
ing has issued a list 6f electrical fittings that 
have been examined and approved by the 
Underwriters Electrical Association for use 
under the rules and requirements of the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters for the in- 
stallation of electric wiring and apparatus, 
and the committee concurs in the recommenda- 
tions. 

The committee also furnishes a list of time 
recording apparatus, examined under the 
standard of the national board by the Nationai 
Fire Protective Association, and which are 
approved for use. 

A list is also furnished of brands of 2 5-8- 
inch cotton-lined hose for mill yard use, 
which has been examined under the standard 
of the National Board of Fire Underwriters 
by the National Fire Protection Association, 
after exhaustive tests by the underwriter’s 
laboratories, and which are approved for use. 





BLOODWORTH GOES TO LOUISIANA. 

Sol Bloodworth, former second assistant sec- 
retary of the Southeastern Tariff Association, 
has assumed his duties as secretary and treas- 
urer of the Louisiana Fire Prevention Bureau. 
Mr. Bloodworth is well adapted to his new 
position, 





TEUTONIA CONSIDERS CAPITAL INCREASE. 


Stockholders of the Teutonia of Allegheny 
will meet Jan. 26 to vote on a proposition to 
increase the capital stock from $125,000 to 
$200,000, in order that this company’s cap- 
italization may be the same as that of the 
other four companies which form the Pitts- 
burg Underwriters. This will give the un- 
derwriters a capital of an even million dollars. 





Royal J. Whitlock, son of Western Man- 
ager Whitlock of the Glens Falls, has retired 
from the Chicago local agency of Whitlock, 
Cummings & Co. to become Cook county 
special of the Glens Falls. H. D, Cummings 
will continue the agency as H. D. Cummings 


& Co. 





The Waynesville (O.), Miami Gazette pub- 
lished the following: “A finer man than Wm. 
M. Monroe, adjuster for New York Under- 
writers, is hard to find. My loss was settled 
in full -without a murmur. 

“Joun H. Srroop,” 





Western Underwriter 
Want Ads. 


One dollar for first insertion. 
75 cents for each subsequent insertion, 
Special rates on ten or more insertions. 











WANTED—A first or sole agency of a strong 
Fire Insurance Company, by an old, well-estab- 
lished firm of Minneapolis, now representing four 
companies but not possessing the sole agency of 
any; writing $600 or $700 in premiums per 
month—75 per cent of it preferred business. 
Could double our business in a short time with a 
sole agency. References furnished. Write and we 
will give particulars. Address, H, E. 8., 2747 
Nicollet ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 


INSURANCE BROKERS—An  old-established 
firm in Chicago is desirous of buying up the busi- 
ness, large or small, of brokers contemplating re- 
tiring; communications confidential. BROKBRS, 
8, care THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 164 La Salle 
street, Chicago. 








WANTED—A few competent men for district 
agencies in Michigan. Must be good closers and 
field organizers, with good, clean records—men 
who desire to be permanently identified with a 
first-class, old-line, progressive, young company. 
Address AMERICAN CENTRAL LIFE INSURANCE Co., 
Indianapolis. 





WANTED—Two experienced life men as man- 
agers. Our offer will get you. We also want 
some personal writers. The Washington policy 
is the contract to sell. Learn what we have to 
offer. Address E. A. Davis, State Manager, 514 
Tribune Bldg., Chicago. 





WANTED—Situation as special agent of a rep- 
utable fire insurance company, by a young local 
agent with brains and ambition. Correspondence 
solicited. Addess Special, T1, care Tnhe West- 
ERN UNDERWRITER, 164 La Salle street, Chicago. 
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AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


“UNCLE DAN”’ TO RETIRE. 


Daniel C. Osmun, assistant secretary of the 
Western Union’s governing committee, will 
retire from its service on Jan. 1. He will then 
go to New York and perhaps reside with his 
son. 

“Uncle Dan” is one of the best-known 
western insurance men. He is known as the 
great American hand-shaker, who calls all his 
friends by their given or nick name. He 
should have been in politics, so cordial is he 
in his manner. 

Mr. Osmun was born in Orange, N. J., in 
1834. He entered the insurance business early 
in life in New York, later becoming a local 
agent in Buffalo. For sixteen years he was 
general agent of the Atlantic Fire of Brook- 
lyn and adjusted its losses in the Chicago 
fire of 1871. Subsequently he became general 
agent for the Faneuil Hall of Boston. In 1876 
he was appointed superintendent of agents for 
the Imperial and Northern, which were under 
one management, establishing a western de- 
partment for them in 1881. When the two com- 
panies separated in 1882, Mr. Osmun became 
western manager of the Imperial, continuing 
as such until the department was discon- 
tinued in 1897. He then became assistant sec- 
retary of the wnion’s governing committee, 
largely through the instrumentality of his old 
friend, Gen. R. J. Smith of the Traders. 

++ ++ 
A. R. MONROE IS PROMOTED. 

A. R. Monroe of Indianapolis has been ap- 
pointed assistant western manager of the 
Queen, to succeed W. L. King, who resigned 
several weeks ago to become western manager 
of the Providence-Washington. On Mr. 
King’s retirement, Mr. Monroe was brought 
in from the Indiana field to take his desk, and 
underwriters then freely predicted that the 
appointment was his. Mr. Monroe has been 
state agent of the company in Indiana for 
five years, prior to that time serving the 
Connecticut in a similar capacity. He got his 
training as a local agent before he went in the 
field. Mr. Monroe is regarded as one of the 
most substantial men of Indiana that have 
made that state famous for good underwriting 
and splendid practices. Indiana can well be 
proud of its field force. 

++ 











++ 
PUBLIC. TY IN HOLMES CASE. 
Newspapers in various parts of the coun- 
try where a fight is being made on the sup- 
posed “insurance combine” are publishing the 
arguments of Attorney Furber in the Holmes 


case against the Chicago Board, wherein he 
attacked the legality of the board. These 
newspapers roll these delectable morsels in 


their mouths and find much comfort in them. 
The point is made in these papers that the 
“combine” is operating everywhere, 
++ ++ 
AUDITING DEPARTMENTS BUSY. 


“Get in your December account with remit- 
tance as early as possible” is the edict eman- 
ating from the auditing department of general 
fire insurance offices just about this time. 
There is no busier department in a general 
office during the latter part of December, as 
the annual statement looms up clearly, and 
the figures must be tabulated and sent to the 
home offices, there to be recapitulated. Losses 
are heavy at the present time, but in spite 


of this there will be a “grand stand finish” by 
many. 


++ ++ 


DISCUSS SALVAGE QUESTION. 

The committee appointed at the 
meeting of managers te discuss additional 
salvage for the west has held a 
meeting and discussion brought out the fact 
that sentiment is pretty evenly divided be- 
tween establishing an independent company 
and extending the operations of the Under- 
writers Salvage Company of New York. 
Several managers feel that the west is impor- 
tant enough to have a company of its own 
and it will be more satisfactory to have the 


general 


facilities 


management entirely in western hands. 
Others believe that the experience of the 
eastern organization is so valuable and its 


of directors to manage it. 
the home offices will be secured on the sub- 
ject. 


++ ++ 


LOOK BEFORE THEY LEAP. 


than through the pressure of a rate advance. 


‘tion before it acts, 
to make concessions. 
quaint the municipal authorities with its ob- 


so that it will not have 


bring about. 3 
much data regarding several towns and now 


conflagration hazard this will be done. 
++ ++ 
CHICAGO'S LOSS RATIO. 

The best records up to date show that Chi- 
cago on Dec. 1 had a loss ratio of about 
55 percent for the year. Inasmuch as several 
companies had fared exceedingly well in the 


city during 1904, the 55 percent loss ratio came 
as a surprise to them, Owing to the high 
expense ratio in Chicago, the companies will 


year. 


++ ++ 


BANKER PERRY'S ACQUITTAL. 


Chicago Car & Locomotive 


brought out considerable comment. 
cumstantial evidence that was first elicited 


banker. 


men, who had become acquainted with the evi- 


out. 


to the banker. 
The testimony 


the trial, and the chief witness after 1 
damaging evidence later entirely repudiated it. 


will now contest the claim, inasmuch as Mr. 


jury. 


make a case against the banker. 
++ ++ 
STAMPING SECRETARIES IGNORING RULES. 


the secretaries totally ignore the rules, 


quence. 
secretaries 


adaptability for the places. 
++ ++ 
INTEREST IN THE HOLMES CASE. 


the attorneys are given that much time to file 
briefs and answers. 


the attorney-general of Illinois has secured 


copies of the affidavits filed in the case, with 





the probable desire to use them in the Belle- 


equipment so complete that its stock should 
be increased in order to allow it to locate a 
plant in Chicago and have a western board 
The sentiment of 


The governing committee of the Western 
Union is holding back on promulgating any 
more conflagration charges until it is abso- 
lutely sure that the changes desired in the 
way of improvements will not be made other 


The committee has found from experience 
that it pays to go slow and get full informa- 


It also desires to ac- 


ject and the improvements that it hopes to 
The committee has collected 


has up the subject with the authorities. If 
it is found that the improvements cannot be 
made except by a raise in rates to cover the 


not come out of the city with much profit this 


The acquittal of Isaac N. Perry, president of 
the National Bank of North America, who is 
charged with setting fire to the plant of the 
Works at 
Hegewisch, a suburb of Chicago, before Jus- 
tice of the Peace Foster of Chicago, has 
The cir- 


seemed to point directly to the distinguished 


There was a difference of opinion before 
the matter became public among insurance 


dence, as to whether a case could be made 
Some thought that the evidence was 
very strong, while others believed that it was 
far from being convincing because of the 
animus of the witnesses, they being employes 
or discharged employes who were not friendly 


of prosecuting witnesses 
seemed to go to pieces during the course of 
giving 
It is not likely that the insurance companies 


Perry has not been bound over to the grand 
The loss amounts to 12 percent of the 
insurance and it is felt that the companies will 
hardly take chances in contesting the loss in 
the face of the failure of the authorities to 


Despite the instructions issued by Secretary 
Dudley to stamping secretaries in regard to 
the new rule requiring charges for keeping 
fireworks for sale and the use of the new 
work and material clause, a great number of 
and 
approve the daily reports without calling upon 
agents for necessary corrections, and much ad- 
ditional labor is causéd companies in conse- 
The incapacity of many stamping 

is keeping alive the question of 
requiring candidates for such offices to pass 
a sort of civil service examination to test their 


The decision in the Frank F. Holmes’ case 
against the Chicago Underwriters Association 
will not be reached for over three weeks, as 


Owing to the fact that 





ville cases against the companies, some of the 
managers feel that no affidavits should have 
been filed. They take the ground that the 
attorney-general was endeavoring to secure 
affidavits in the Belleville suits in order to try 
ta prove that a conspiracy existed among the 
companies to maintain rates to the detriment 
of the public. These managers believe that 
the Holmes’ case could have been argued 
without affidavits, 

On the closing day of the hearing a num- 
ber of the managers were present in Judge 
Bretano’s court, among them being President 
Cofran of the Western Union, J. S. Belden, 
chairman of the governing committee of the 
union, I. S. Blackwelder and others. The 
managers evidently were much interested in 
the proceédings. 

as 


ONE HORSE ON THE EXAMINER. 


A good joke on one of the daily report ex- 
aminers in a prominent general agency on 
the street is reported. A few days ago a 
line was sent in from a town in Illinois on 
a stock of dry goods, and the insured having 
a questionable commercial rating the daily 
report man wrote to the agent asking for 
further_ particulars, stating that the insured’s 
record was not represented as being very good, 
hence additional information was desired as 
to moral hazard, etc. The policy was very 
promptly returned with a generous bunch of 
ire attached, in the shape of a letter from the 
agent calling attention to the fact that he was 
the insured, and further stating, that, as the 
company apparently had no confidence in its 
representative, the supplies were subject to 
order, The examiner, owing to the rush of 
business, overlooked a very important feature 
in the case. 

++ ++ 
THINK OPPOSITION IS A BLUFF. 


It is believed in some quarters that the op- 
position to reduced expenses in the large cities 
is not as real as apparent. It is pointed out 
that at one time 474 percent commissions were 
paid in Chicago on frame saloons and stores 
in some of the outlying districts and rebating 
became so rampant that at last the agents 
begged in self-defense to have commissions 
reduced. In the large cities now most of the 
large offices are dependent for much of their 
business upon brokers or solicitors, who get 
about all there is in it. Were the agents to 
show any activity in favor of reduced com- 
missions, their brokers or solicitors would 
leave them and go to other offices. Therefore, 
these agents, while in many instances favoring 
such a reduction, have to “put up a bluff” of 
being bitterly opposed to it. 





Rates, rules and forms of the Southeastern 
Tariff Association, which have been awaited 
for sometime, will be issued shortly. In the 
forthcoming edition all amendments have been 


embodied. 








The Queen Insurance Company of 
America is one of the most popular com- 
panies for many reasons. Following are 
some of them. 

Its practice is free from vacillation, 
which makes an agent feel secure at all 
times, 

It is willing to look at business from 
the agent’s standpoint and therefore has 
fewer misunderstandings with its local 
representatives. 

It has no long prohibited list which is as 
unalterable as the law of the Medes and 
Persians. 

It has no red tape in its general office 
and sends none to agents with its sup- 
plies. 

Its advertising matter gives prominence 
to the agent and is intended to help him 
get business. 

It adjusts its losses promptly and on 
such a basis as appeals to the claimant’s 
sense of justice. 

Its assets are nearly six million dollars, 
making it one of the strongest companies 
in the United States. ‘ 

Agents wanted in every thriving city 
and town. 

WESTERN DEPARTMENT, CHICAGO. 


P. D. McGercor, Manager. ' 
A. R. Monroe, Asst. Manager. i 
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OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


HE LIKES THE CALIFORNIA CLIMATE, 





George E. Letcher Wanted on Arson Charge in 
Ohio, Fights Extradition from California 
by Means of Habeas Corpus. 


In extraditing George E. Letcher from 
California for trial jin Williams county for 
arson, State Fire Marshal Davis and the state 
ot Ohio will probably have as great trouble 
as did New York in extraditing William M. 
Hahn of Mansfield during Governor Nash’s 
administration. A telegram to Mr. Davis 
from Detective Garret Fox, who is in San 
Francisco, states that the governor of Cali- 
fornia lias honored the requisition and the 
attorney-general has given his opinion that 
Letcher is a_ fugitive from justice, but 
Letcher’s attorneys have secured a stay by 
habeas corpus. 

The alleged arson was committed in 1881. 
Letcher has wealthy connections and there is 
a strong feeling in his favor in San Jose, 
where he now resides. Detective Fox is con- 
fident of ultimate success, but he expects to 
have to remain in California all winter fight- 
ing the case. 





CONSIDERING NEW ALARN SYSTEM. 


The city council committee on fire and 
police at Columbus is considering the ad- 
visability of adopting a new.combination po- 
lice and fire patrol box, the product of the 
Gamewell company, which will give a di- 
rect telephone service, both to the police and 
fire operators’ departments. The cost of 
equipping the city with the new boxes will 
reach into the five figures. Insurance men all 
over the city have approved of the new plan, 
but it is not probable that the change will be 
installed, even if ordered by council, before 
1906, on account of the straightened condition 
of the funds of those departments. 

++ ++ 
WILL STRINGENTLY ENFORCE THEATER LAW. 

The revoking of his license will be the 
penalty paid by the manager of any theater 
in Ohio who disregards the law and the order 
of State Building Inspector J. H. Morgan 
against the selling of standing room in the- 
aters. Columbus theaters and those in many 
other cities have been packing every inch of 
standing room every chance they had and in 
the cheaper houses this is at nearly every 
performance. Mr. Morgan sent out an order 
in accordance with the law some months ago, 
but no attention has been paid to it. He has 
just sent out further orders to his deputies 
\igilantly to enforce this order and in cases 
where it is not observed the license will be 
revoked, putting it up to the mayor as to 
whether the penalized theater may continue 
in business or not. 


++ ++ 


WANT RUBBISH REMOVED. 

Local agents in Lorain are endeavoring to 
get merchants to cease the practice of piling 
boxes, paper, excelsior and all sorts of debris 
in basements of their business houses. . This 
adds greatly to the fire hazard, and if fire 
got started in any of these piles in cellars it 
would be impossible to check it. 

aH a+ 


PLANS OF CONSOLIDATED AGENCY. 


The consolidation of the agencies of Hop- 
kinson, Parsons & Co. and Phypers Bros. & 
Co. of Cleveland applies to the local fire busi- 
ness of the two agencies only. L. E. Parsons 
will continue as manager of the Milwaukee 
Mechanics and Milwaukee Fire of Cuyahoga 
county, as heretofore, but will have quarters 
adjoining the local agency in the Park build- 
ing. The change will not affect his local 
agents in any way. 

Phypers Bros. & Co. will continue as city 
agents of the Travelers in the accident and 
liability departments, retaining their direct 
business and turning over the brokerage busi- 
ness to the company’s office in Cleveland, as 
they have not cared to continue that part of 
the business. Hopkinson, Parsons & Co. are 
one of the old and honored agencies of Cleve- 





land, and Phypers Bros. & Co. have an excel- 
lent business. The two make a good com- 
bination. 
++ ++ 
COMPLAINT FROM UHRICHSVILLE 

The agents at Uhrichsville are complaining 
of rate-cutting on the part of one or two New 
Philadelphia agents who are said to be in- 
vading the field and getting business at less 
than advisory rates. As the stamping secre- 
tary of the county board states that the New 
Philadelphia agents referred to are members 
of the board, and sending their daily reports 
through the stamping office for approval, it 
would appear that the Uhrichsville agents 
have been misinformed. If the agents at 
Uhrichsville are maintaining tariff rules there 
is no apparent reason why they should hesitate 
to send their daily reports through the stamp- 
ing office for approval. 





TOO SLOW ABOUT TAKING UP POLICY. 





Agent Failed to Replace Canceled Policy in 
Time and Company Was Caught 
on a Loss. 


A case of delay in taking up a canceled 
policy has been discovered in the settlement 
of the loss of the Queen City Window Shade 
Company, which suffered in the big Cincin- 
nati fire of Nov. 20. A week before the fire 
the American of Philadelphia ordered its pol- 
icy taken up, and a new policy was written 
in the Concordia to replace it. The Con- 
cordia policy was delivered to the agent con- 
trolling the line, with a request to take up 
the American policy, but the substitution was 
not made before the fire, and after the fire 
the assured refused to accept the exchange. 
As a result the American is caught for a neat 
loss without any means of redress, unless it 
chooses to sue its agent for his failure to 
notify the assured over the head of the agent 
controlling the line. 





OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
Etna—Lewis A. Seligman, Upper Sandusky. 
Com’! Union—E; M. Heaton & Co., Piqua. 
Concordia—Mrs. F. E. Metheany, Galion; 

Frank G. Thomson & Co., Toledo. 
Connecticut—Robert A. Kerr, St. Clairsville; 
Carl Patterson, Chesterhill; Henry R. Sutermeis- 


ter, Kenton. 

Continental—Florence E. Metheany, Galion; A. 
Williams, Greenwich. 

Ger. Alliance—Barney & Pfiffner, Delaware; 


Trustin P. Brown, Circleville; Arthur M. 
Alliance; Alfred Liebman, Youngstown. 
Ger. Amer.—Forgy & Kissinger, New Carlisle; 
Alfred Liebman, Youngstown. 
Germania—Nelson P. Swank, Quincy; Milo S. 
Rice, Ashtabula. 
Kline, Westerville. 


Home—William A. 
4s ” G.—W. M. Weakley, Millersport. 
London—Le Roy Reid, Chillicothe; Jas. W 

Davis, Troy; Edwin Wilson, Zanesville. 

Nat'l Union—M. L. Young & Son, Salem. 

N. W. Nat’l—Jos. Binehower, Wellington. 

Norwich Union—C. A. Trinter, Vermilion. 

Phenix—James K. Allen, Greenwich. 

Phenix, Ct.—Forgy & Kissinger, New Car- 
lisle; J. W. Davis, Troy: Le Roy Reid, Chilli- 
cothe; Louis S. Vinez, Louisville; Nearing & Reid, 
Bowling Green. 

Phenix, Eng.—Orin W. Donart, Paulding. 

Prov. Wash.—Barney & Pfiffner. Delaware. 

Reliance—Matz & Thompson, Cleveland. 

Royal—John B. Reynolds, Convoy; Wm. M. 
Weakley, Millersport: Mrs. J. P. Wutson, London. 

Security—Wm. H. Evans, Akron; Wm. McComb, 


Cole, 











uima. 
United Firemens—Daggett & Taylor. Hamilton. 
Westchester—Oramel F. Daniels, Mt. Vernon; 
S. F. Stambaugh, Shelby; J. F. Furman, Sidney. 


t+ ++ 
STARK COUNTY ELECT:ON. 

The annual meeting and banquet of the 
Stark County Branch of the Ohio Associa- 
tion of Local Agents was held: at the Mc- 
Kinley at Canton a few days ago and was 
a very successful and enjoyable affair. In 
addition to the Stark county agents there 
were present most of the members of the 
executive committee of the Summit county 
association, among them Col, John C. Bloom- 
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LICENSED SURPLUS LINE AGENTS 
THE NASBY 





TOLEDO, OHIO 





field, W. C. Hall, Francis M. Cooke and 
George W. Memmer of Akron. 
The old officers of the Stark county asso- 


ciation were re-elected as follows: Presi- 
dent, W. L. Alexander, Canton; vice-presi- 
dent, A. S. Armstrong, Alliance; secretary, 


H, W. Wirtz, Canton; treasurer, Charles 5S 
Cock. 





SPRINKLED RISKS REPORTED UPON. 


Western Factory Association Has Inspected a 
Number of Ohio Risks Recently, on Which 
Reports Have Been Made 


The Western Factory Association has in 
spected and reported favorably upon the fol 
lowing Ohio sprinkled risks: 

At Columbus—Hanna Paint Manufacturing 
Company, 111-117 East Long street, equipped 
with Niagara-Hibbard 1904 dry pipe sprinkler 
system, supplied by standard pressure tank 
and by city water with auxiliary city steamer 
connection. 

At Toledo—Metzger Linseed Oil Company, 
Ames-Bonner Company’s brush factory, W. L. 
Milner Company, C. H. Schroeder Company, 
Royal Brush & Broom Company, Toledo Lin- 
seed Oil Company, Toledo Licorice Company, 
National Cement & Rubber Company, Toledo 
Railway & Light Company, Toledo Machine & 
Tool Company, Snell Cycle Fittings Company, 
Kirk Manufacturing Company, Buckeye Paint 
& Varnish Company and the H. Holtzman & 
Sons Company, Lake Erie Asphalt & Block 
Company. 

At Lancaster—The Fairfield Shoe Company. 

At Coshocton—Novelty Advertising Com- 
pany. 

At Akron—Cleveland-Akron Bag Company. 

At Columbus—The M. C. Lilley Company. 

At Springfield—The International Harvester 
Company. 

At Bellevue—Ohio Cultivator Company. 

At Norwalk—A. B. Chase Piano Company. 
At Toledo—Gendron Wheel Company, Mil- 
burn Wagon Company. 

At Fostoria—Peabody Buggy Company, 
Fostoria Incandescent Lamp Company. 

At Fremont—International Cutlery 
pany. 

The Cleveland Inspection Bureau reports 
favorably on the following sprinkled plants in 
that city: 

American Linseed Oil Company; Wm. Tay- 
lor, Son & Co., wholesale dry goods ; Commer 
cial Milling Company; the Bailey Company, 
department store; and the J. N. Hahn Com- 
pany, box factory. 


Com 





CHARVILLE CONVICTED OF ARSON. 

Despite influential and wealthy relatives and 
friends, State Fire Marshal Davis, on Satur- 
day, secured the conviction, at Norwalk, of 
Wilbur Charville on a charge of arson. Nu- 
merous suspicious fires in the vicinity of Nor- 
walk caused an investigation and by watch- 
ing Charville, who was suspected, he was 
seen to fire a barn, the contents, including 
two horses, being consumed. 

++ ++ 
OHIO FIRE CHIEFS ORGANIZE. 

An organization of the fire chiefs 
was formed at Columbus last week. 
be known as the Ohio Fire Chiefs 
tion and will have for its purpose the increase 
in the effectiveness of fire-fighting methods 
and the discussion of important points con- 
nected therewith, as well as legislation per- 
taining to departments and the manner of con- 
ducting them. Annual meetings will be held. 

++ ++ 
OHIO BUREAU ISSUES WARNING. 

The Ohio Inspection Bureau has sent out a 
warning to merchants over the state, asking 
them to exercise particular care in making 
holiday displays. The letter lays particular 
stress upon the use of extra electrical appar 
atus for display purposes and states that the 
bureau should be notified of any changes, ex- 
tensions or new work, that it may make an 
inspection of it. Attention is called to the 
necessity of keeping the premises clear of all 
waste material, paper boxes and other things 
of the kind. 

It seems that the warning of the Cleveland 
bureau is producing good results, as there is 


of Ohio 
It will 
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apparently not a particularly dangerous dis- 
play in any of the business houses at this time. 
The “No Smoking” sign appears in nearly all 
of them. 
++ ++ 
ARRESTED ON ARSON CHARGE. 

J. H. Engler, a blacksmith of East Lewis- 
ton, Ohio, has been arrested on the charge 
of causing three fires on Thanksgiving even- 
ing. All were barns. Engler had trouble with 
his brothers-in-lay over his children, and it 
is said that one Of them found his home on 
fire a year ago. The same one lost his barn 
this time. Assistant Fire Marshal Harry T. 
Brockman of Cleveland made the arrest. 





CANNOT CANCEL CHADWICK POLICY. 


Companies Trying to Get Rid of Their Liability 
on Household Goods of the Whirl- 
wind Financier. 


The whirlwind financier, Mrs. Cassie | L. 
Chadwick, comes to light in connection with 
her fire insurance policy which was taken out 
on her Cleveland home, 1824 Euclid avenue, 
Nov. 22. This insurance was written by 
the agency of Hopkinson, Parsons & Co. 
They have been unable to collect a premium 
and now the companies are trying to cancel 
and seem unable to get rid of their liabilty, 
owing to the fact of M'rs. Chadwick’s being in 
jail in New York. The policy covers house- 
‘hold furniture and Dr. Chadwick’s medical 
library. The companies have served cancella- 
tion notice on Mrs, Chadwick at her Cleveland 
home, also on the receivers of her property 
and the bank involved. 





NOMINEES OF CINCINNATI BOARD. 

At a special meeting of the Cincinnati Un- 
derwriters Association last week, William 
Klappert, Edward E. Shipley and William S. 
Hukill were appointed a nominating committee 
to prepare a ticket to be voted on at the an- 
nual meeting in January. The committee has 
announced the following nominations: Presi- 
dent, Francis H. Cloud, of Cloud & Cox; vice- 
president, Charles C. Rothier; treasurer, 
Karl F. Benndorf; secretary, William 
Stredelman, of C. Gordon Neff & Co.; govern- 
ing committee, William Stredelman, J. Gano 
Wright, B. T. Clemons and L. E. Guntrum, in 
addition to the officers. The secretary is not 
ex-officio a member of the governing com- 
mittee. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


Elmer S. Hockman of Ashville has trans- 
ferred his insurance business to Hummel & 
Plum. 

John T. Miller of Portsmouth has opened 
an insurance office in the Elk building. He 
was formerly of the firm of Miller & Gist. 

Agent Fred M. Robinson of Greenfield, Ohio, 
is intending to leave the state, and his insur- 
ance business has been taken over by Henry 
M. Eckert. 

Barney & Pfiffner have started a new fire 
insurance agency at Delaware, O. Their com- 
panies are the German Alliance and Provi- 
dence Washington. 

The insurance firm of Sellman & Hornbeck 
at Mt. Sterling has dissolved partnership. 
Each member of the firm will probably open 
an office for himself. 

Willard Smyers of Hamilton has sold an 
interest in his agency to Calvin Skinner and 
L. D. McGinley. The firm will be known as the 
Smyers Insurance Agency. 

Reratings have been furnished for the fol- 


lowing West Virginia points: Wheeling, 
Bethany, Cameron, Clarksburg, Huntington, 
Mt. Hope, Parsons, Richwood, Royal Glen, 


Sistersville and Wellsburg. 

W. J. Erwin, convicted of arson at Wil- 
mington, Ohio, and sentenced to eight years 
in the penitentiary, has been refused a new 
trial. Cyrus Minnich, indicted with Erwin, 
will now be put on trial, although he turned 
state’s evidence. 

Cox & Parrish of Salem, W. Va., have pur- 
chased the agency of L. D. Lowther of that 
place. The companies in the Lowther agency 
were the Dutchess, German of Peoria, Na- 


tional of Ireland, Pennsylvania, Phenix, Phoe- 
nix of London and Virginia State, 





UNDERWRITING IN MICHIGAN 


SPRINKLED RISK SUFFERS BAD LOSS. 








Fire Started Under the Floor and Heat Was 
Not Sufficient to Open Heads 
Until Too Late. 


Fire destroyed the new brick dry kiln and 
contents at the plant of the American School 
Furniture, Grand Rapids, Dec. 9, loss esti- 
mated at $25,000. The blaze originated from 
some unknown source under the floor, in the 
center of the building, and it was ‘an ugly 
fire to fight, Though completely sprinkled, the 
place of starting was such that the heads did 
not open until too late to be of service and 
the fire raged for twelve hours, with nearly 
the entire city department at work. It was 
with difficulty that the big plant was saved. 
The kiln will be rebuilt. 





ALTHOUSE BECOMES LOCAL AGENT. 

W. L. Althouse, well known in the Michi- 
gan field and now special agent of the West- 
ern Factory Association, has resigned, hav- 
ing purchased a half interest in the Grinnell 
agency at Grand Rapids. If there is a better 
fellow in the business than the jovial “Billie” 
he has not made himself known. 

+t ++ 
TRIO OF STARS GO SKIING. 

W.’P. Robertson of the Phenix, J. K. Liv- 
ingston of the Pennsylvania and M. H. N. 
Raymond of the Connectieut, a trio of bright 
stars in the Michigan field, have taken to 
skiing. Now prithee, what is skiing? The 
bucolic sport consists in gliding down an in- 
cline on runners attached to the shoes. An 
Ishpeming newspaper says this coterie of spe- 
cials have qualified for the annual ‘skiing 
tournament to be held there in February and 
they propose to smash all records. They are 
now in training, eating only snow flake, ice 
cream, orange ice and snow pudding. 

++ ++ 


BETTER PRACTICES AT KALAMAZOO. 


Local agents in Kalamazoo, Mich., seem now 
to be following correct practices, the com- 
panies claiming that the infractions in that 
city have been reduced to a minimum. The 
good work is ascribed to the determination 
on part of companies to have fair play at 
Kalamazoo or make the atmosphere rather 
sulphuric for the agents. 

++ ++ 
COMPLAINT AS TO RATES. 

There is considerable complaint from Michi- 
gan following the application of the new sched- 
ule, to the effect that in small towns where 
rates are raised to some extent some com- 
panies are taking advantage of the conditions 
and are writing at lower rates. Several spe- 
cial agents have complained to their com- 
panies. 


++ ++ 


PROTECTED TOWNS ABOUT COMPLETED. 


The Michigan Inspection Bureau has about 
completed the rating of all protected towns. 
It has had an additional force of men at 
work in the state to get the towns off its 
hands by Jan. 1. These raters have made con- 
siderable progress and the 25 percent advance 
will soon be a thing of the past. The bureau 
then will take up the unprotected towns where 
the 25 percent advance does not apply. 


++ ++ 
MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


American, Mass.—C. A. Barnes, Allegan; C. H. 
Weaver, Hillsdale; Bancker & Son, Jackson; H. E. 
Hollon, Marshall; W. N. Burns, Niles; Edmund 
Hewitt, Ypsilanti. 

American, N. J.—Geo. P. Honeywell, Akron; 
Wm. Vliet, Boyne Falls; H. C. Wales, Elkton; 
F. L. Hayner, Frontier; G. T. McClintic, Han- 
over; L. F. Lobdell, Pewamo. 

Amer. Cent.—Zenias N. Robinson, Vicksburg. 

Atlanta-Birm.—V. J. Bowers, Mt. Clemens; 
A. P. David, Port Huron. 

Brit. Amer.—Frank O. Wickham, Frankfort. 

Connecticut—C. M. Thatcher, Escanaba; Frank 


O. Wickham, Frankfort; Gaylord Freeman, Ona- 
way; Wm. C. Brown, Plymouth. - 
Continental—E. L. Cooper, Grass Lake; M. C. 


Williams & Son, Milford; E. N. Passage, Plym- 

outh; Adelaide Kurn, West Branch. 
Firemens, N. J.—Leslie J. Kinne, Owosso 
Ger. Amer.—Franklin A, Weidman, 


” West 
Owosso, ‘ 





Glens Falls—L. F. Knowles, Boyne City; J. R. 
Gardner, Coleman; Macgurn & Co., Detroit. 

Hartford—Dan A. Stewart, Norway. 

Lon. & Lan.—Henry L. Holmes, Fenton, 

Mercantile—L. C. Rapp, Vicksburg. 

North German—Wm. Baird, Marine City; E. J 
Salisbury, Mt. Clemens; Alfred P. David, Port 


Huron. 

N. B. & M., N. Y.—F. O. Wickham, Frankfort ; 
Geo. E. Lee, Gladwin; John Truesdell, Wayne. 

Pa. Fire—Harry T. Glezen, Vanderbilt. 

Security, Ct.—T. S. Viets, Deckerville; C. S&S. 
Parks, Kent City: T. C, Schnackenberg. Muniih. 

Security, Md.—Wm. Baird, Marine City; Wm. 
T. Kelly, Mt. Clemens. 

Star—McMorran & Murphy, 

Western, Ont.—Fred J. 
& Long), Jackson. 

Cooper—J. M. Hatch, Marshall. 

Colonial—William B. Bierce, Detroit. 

North America—Thomas Johnson, Lake Odessa. 

L. & L. & G., Eng.—M.- J. & W. A. Dudley, Ar- 
mada; Thos. P. Steadman, Elsie. 

North River—Geo. G. Glenn, East Jordan. 
_N. W. Nat’l—C. B. Herman, Carleton ; 
8S. Brown, Gagetown. 

Phila. Und.—Chas. L. Hall, 

Phenix, Eng.——F. 0. 
Morris), Frankfort. 

Star—c. L. Corrigan, 

Sun, Eng.—Lewis F. 
erick O’Mealy, Hillsdale. 

United Und.—Albert C. Fenn, Marcelona. 

++ 





Port Huron. 
Hall (succeeding Hall 








Robert 


Bad Axe. 
Wickham (succeeding J. T. 


Fenton. 


Haight, Coldwater; Fred- 


HILLSDALE NEEDS BETTER MAINS. 

A break in the principal water main in 
Bacon street, Hiilsdale, deprived that city 
of water from Monday evening until Tuesday 
noon, last week. The city needs two mains 
from the waterworks to town and around the 
city, so that the breaking of a pipe on one lead 
would not cut off the city’s supply. 

++ ae 


MICHIGAN COMMERCIAL READY TO START. 

The Michigan Commercial Insurance Com- 
pany has been fully organized at Lansing and 
will start in the fire insurance business Jan. 2 
next with paid-up capital of $200,000 and sur- 
plus of $100,000. Officers are as follows: 
President, Justice Frank A. Hooker, Lansing; 
vice-president, Robert Henkal, Detroit; sec- 
retary and treasurer, Arthur D. Baker, 'Lans- 
ing; assistant secretary, Senator B. L. Hewitt, 
Lansing. The board ‘of directors comprises 
the officers and C. G. Voigt of Grand Rapids, 
S. J. Titus of Battle Creek, N. J. Kyer of 
Ann Arbor, F. D. Bennett of Jackson, E. F. 
Cooley of Lansing and H. F. Colby of Dow- 
agiac. The company will do business in Michi- 
gan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Washington, Rhode Island and Pennsylvania. 

+e be 
BROUGHT THE ENGINE, FORGOT THE HOSE. 


The recent burning of a residence at Homer 
shows that the firemen of that town need 
some drills in keeping their heads when the 
fire bell rings. This was the first practical 
trial of the steam fire engine bought of Union 
City and considerable time was wasted in at- 
tempting to haul the apparatus to the fire. On 
reaching the scene the boys found that they 
had forgotten the hose. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


J. L. Reade & Co. have succeeded to the in- 
surance agency of Reade & Mott at Battle 
Creek. 

Chief Bottomley has resigned his place at 
the head of the Port Huron department. 
Frank Schailer is acting chief. 

Fire at East Tawas Dec.. 6 caused a loss of 
about $12,000. The waterworks gave out early 
on account of a break in the main, and left 
the town unprotected. 

The Pontiac Buggy Company and _ the 
Crescent Carriage Company of Pontiac are 


equipping their plants with a combination 
system of standard sprinklers. 
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STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


HOOPESTON RATE WAR IS REVIVED. 











Field Organizations Claim That the Contfnental 
Has Renewed Cut-Rate Business at 
Less Than the Tariff. 


Several of the field men are complaining 
that now that the fifth anniversary of the 
rate war at Hoopeston is at hand, the Con- 
tinental is renewing the business that it se- 
cured during the war at less than the regular 
rates. It will be remembered that the Con- 
tinental brought on a rate war in Hoopeston 
early in the separation movement because its 
agent resigned the company to clear his office. 
Rates were cut down to the bottom, the Con- 
tinental securing a large amount of preferred 
business written for a five-year term. The 
field men claim that it has already renewed 
a good part of this business, securing about 
$1,000 in premiums. A committee from the 
field organizations has been appointed to take 
up the subject with the company. 





TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS AT PEORIA, 





Will Bring All Wiring to Standard, Adopt New 
Electrical Ordimance and Probably Put 
Overhead Wires Underground. 


Since the previous visit of the inspector 
to Peoria the standard of wiring has been 
raised considerably. At a conference with the 
wiring contractors it was decided to bring 
all work up to full compliance with national 
electrical code requirements on March 1, 1905. 
This will enable the contractors to com- 
plete work already contracted for and dispose 
of material and devices which were formerly 
approved, but now considered undesirable. 
The inspector has been considerably embar- 
rassed by the alleged invalidity of the pres- 
ent ordinance and a new one will be drafted 
embodying the -requirements of the national 
code in detail so ‘as to prevent a question 
arising as to the standard to be observed. 
The contractors complain that they are 
obliged to comply with the ordinance, while 
window dressers and other employes of mer- 
cantile houses are allowed to install wires 
without a permit or inspection. This prac- 
tice will be prohibited under the proposed 
ordinance. 

Outside wiring is still in an unsatisfac- 
tory condition and has interfered with the 
work of the fire department during two re- 
cent fires. The city electrician is preparing 
estimates of the cost of placing the fire and 
police alarm wires underground; and, if an 
appropriation can be secured for the work, 
no further obstacle will be encountered in 
forcing the removal of all overhead construc- 
tion in the business district. The lighting 
company’s franchise provides that all other 
overhead wires shall be removed before its 
lines can be ordered underground. It is be- 
lieved that this will be accomplished in the 
near future; but, if present negotiations fail, 
the insurance companies will, no doubt, recog- 
‘ize the hazard. 





DECREASE IN GRAIN PREMIUMS. 

Illinois local agents are complaining of a 
lecrease in grain premiums this fall, owing 
io the fact that corn is being shipped out 
immediately and not stored in country ele- 
ators. The price is attractive to farmers, 
nd most of them are selling corn to be 
hipped at once to the large centers. This 


‘es not bring the grain premiums up to their 
-ual mark. 


7 ++ 
PECULIAR SUIT FOR A LOSS. 

\ peculiar case came up last week at Paris, 
l., against the National Union. A man asked 
he agent of the company for a $400 policy 
nd left the money at a local bank to pay the 
remium. He went away from town and left 
vo address. The agent secured the premium, 

‘t the policy was not issued. The company 

rdered a cancellation, but, owing to failure 

secure the address, notice could not be 
erved on the assured and no one else would 
sccept notice, The property burned and the 





assured brought suit. He had no policy nor 
did he file a claim or proofs of loss under 
the conditions of the usual policy. The case 
was compromised by the company paying the 
loss and the assured the costs. 
++ ++ 
TWO POINTS ARE VISITED. 

Field committees have visited Shelbyville 
and Ashley to get the new rates adopted and 
reorganize the board. At Ashley the com- 
mittee got all the agents in, and at Shelby- 
ville all the agents signed except E. J. Scar- 
borough. 





OUTSIDE WIRING AT AURORA IS BAD. 





New Work Is of Fair Grade—-Ligting Company 
Co-operating with the Inspector— Pole 
Lines Endanger Firemen. 


The electrical inspection 
Aurora, Ill, is being fairly well enforced 
and new work is of fair grade. The inspector 
has been urged to raise the standard, so as 
to secure compliance with all National Elec- 
trical Code requirements. 

Comparatively few old and defective equip- 
ments have been rewired. The lighting com- 
pany now gives the inspector good support 
and, as it has retired from the construction 
business, will no longer be a disturbing factor. 
The central station is loaded to its full ca- 
pacity, and prospective customers are dis- 
couraged by new rules requiring a charge for 
connecting all equipments over 100 feet from 
the company lines. The present arrangement 
tends to increase the use of gas, on which 
there is considerable profit. 

Outside wiring is in bad condition and 
needs overhauling. Pole lines and _ service 
wires interfere with the work of the fire de- 
partment and several members have been 
shocked while extinguishing fires in the vi- 
cinity of charged conductors. The lighting 
company’s franchise permits the use of pole 
lines, but the company regrets its recent de- 
cision to neglect an opportunity, offered two 
years ago, to place a conduit system in the. 
business district. Both telephone companies’ 
wires are underground in the congested dis- 
trict. 


ordinance at 





SAY GERMAN IS ALL RIGHT. 


Secretary Persh of the Illinois State Board 
and Secretary Meeker of the Illinois Field 
Club went to Freeport last week to have a 
conference with the officials of the German 
of Freeport regarding co-operation. They 
report that they were shown ample evidence 
to the effect that the German is following up 
its requests for co-operation and complaints 
as to deviations. The officials gave assur- 
ances of their desire to co-operate in every 
particular. It was shown that clerks were at 
hand to check up rates and take charge of 
complaints. 

++ 
FAVOR RECIPROCAL UNDERWRITERS. 


At the annual meeting of the Illinois Retail 
Implement and Vehicle Dealers Association 
held in Moline last week, a report from the 
committee on mutual insurance was received. 
After the plans of the Reciprocal Under- 
writers had been explained, and one member 
who has carried this mutual insurance for 
four years had stated what the company had 
done for him, nearly half the dealers present 
signified their willingness to place a part of 
their risks with the company under consid- 
eration. 





ILLINOIS NOTES. 


T. B. Henderson gets the 
Princeton. : 

The Kuny & Strohm agency at Decatur has 
unionized. 

H. B. Madison has entered the 
business at Tuscola, III. 

George B. Stein of Mt. Carmel gets the 
North British and Connecticut. 

A. R. Greenwood, a local agent at Spring 
Valley, Ill., died a few days ago. 


Hartford at 


insurance 





Billups Phinizy has been elected president 
of the Southern Mutual of Athens, Ga., suc- 
ceeding the late Capt, W, W. Thomas, 





WEEK'S NEWS IN INDIANA. 


SMOKE HANDICAPS THE FIRE WATCH. 








Watchmen in Tower of Indianapolis Court 
House Can See But a Few Blocks Through 
the Murky Atmosphere. 


Indianapolis is having more trouble than 
ever with smoke in spite of its smoke ordi 
nance and the recent appointment of a smoke 
inspector. The curtain of smoke that hangs 
over the city pretty steadily now is even a 
factor in the fire department deficiencies, for 
it handicaps an effective arm of the service. 
Ever since the court house was erected in 
1876 a watchman has been stationed at the 
apex of the high tower every hour of the day 
and night. The records show that 45 percent 
of the fires are first seen by these watchmen 
or, at any event, they are the first to send in 
the alarm. Frequently now these watchmen 
cannot see further than a few squares, some 
times not more than one square away on ac 
count of the smoke, 

In the days of natural gas, with powerful 
field glasses, the watchmen could identify a 
fire in the furthest limits of the city and could 
see other fires fifteen miles away. By long 
years of experience they are able to tell at 
once whether the smoke they see comes from 
regular sources or from some cause that needs 
the attention of the fire department. When 
the suspicious smoke is seen, the watchman 
immediately looks for a building or other 
familiar landmark near by so that he can 
place more exactly the location of the fire. 
Then he sends in a signal. 

Indianapolis is said to have been the first 
and only city in the west to use this watch 
system, but within the last year or so commis- 
sions from other cities have visited Indian- 
apolis to investigate the plan. 





WOULD PROHIBIT SALE OF PARLOR MATCHES. 

Fire Chief Coots of Indianapolis is going 
to try to interest the legislators of Indiana in 
a bill to prevent the sale and use of parlor 
matches in-that state. Fires started by flying 
sparks from the heads and from _ lighted 
matches thrown away have been more fre- 
quent than usual in Indianapolis the past 
year. 

a4 +t 

PRESSURE AT INDIANAPOLIS POOR AGAIN. 

The Indianapolis fire department have more 
trouble this week in getting sufficient water at 
a fire. It was a house near the southern limits 
of the city and a storeroom adjoining that 
was ablaze. It required 3,000 feet of hose to 
reach the hydrant. nearest to the fire. ‘There 
was not enough pressure to be of any service 
until an engine was attached, and then it was 
so light that the firemen were powerless to 
put out the fire until after it had consumed 
the buildings. 

te ++ 


INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


American, N. J.—Edw. Fisher, Milroy. 

Amer, Cent.—Harry V. Somes, Vincennes; Joe 
G. Smith, Worthington ; I. N. MeLaughlin, Frank- 
lin 

Atlas—Chas. 
Rush, 

Buff. 
rion. 

Continental—Chas. G. 
Dilly, Martinsville; Geo. A. Dresslar, Mooresville ; 
S. BE. Adkins, Freeman; A. W. Swartzell, Knox. 

Delaware—Gill & Greeman, Indianapolis. 

Hartford—Chas. W. Sumner, Noblesville. 

Home—Macy & Son, Liberty; J. Cooper Props, 


BP. Cormany, 
South Bend. 
Ger.—Geo. M. 


Hammond; Geo. L. 
Hollingsworth & Co., Ma- 


Sines, Flora; Rose & 


Eaton. 
Nat'l Union—Geo. M. Hollingsworth & Co., 
Marion: Central Trust Company, Indianapolis. 
N. W. Nat’l.—Jas. H. McConnell, Marion; 
Jacob E. Henry, South Bend; Finley, Miller & 
Finley, Brazil. 


Pa. Fire—Chas. E. 
Jones, Pine Village. 

Phenix—J. Cooper 
Zionsville. 

Queen—B. H. 
ney, Attica; 
Fremont. 


Cormany, Hammond; Jas. C. 


Props, Eaton; H. Havery, 


Brown, Marion; 


Miss Kate Fin 
John G. Elliott, 


Paragon; B. J. Goff, 
ee ++ 


SPRINKLED RISKS REPORTED ON. 

The Western Factory 
favorably upon the following sprinkled risks 
in Indiana: The Packard Company and the 
Wayne Knitting Mills, Ft. Wayne; The 
United Box Board & Paper Company and the 
Wabash Cabinet Company at Wabash; the 


Association reports 
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Starr Piano Company, Richmond; Marion 
Rubber Company, Marion; Lippincott Glass 
Company, Alexandria; United Box Board & 
Paper Company, Muncie; and The Krell- 
French Piano Company, New Castle. 





ELECTRICAL AFFAIRS AT MISHAWAKA 





Superintendent Is Competent and Doing Good 
Work—Extra High-Potential Cur- 
rent to Be Used. 


At Mishawaka, Ind., the superintendent of 
municipal waterworks and electric light plant 
is ex-officio electrical inspector. The present 
incumbent has had considerable experience as 
installing engineer for a large electric manu- 
facturing company and is considered perfectly 
competent to supervise electric wiring. 

The new work now being installed will 
grade fair, and inspector has promised to 
notify contractors that future equipments must 
comply strictly with national electrical code 
requirements. No effort has been made to im- 
prove old and defective wiring, but the in- 
spector has promised to give the matter atten- 
tion, and will probably inspect the business dis- 
trict at least once a year. 

A power company has engaged to supply 
the municipal plant with current sufficient for 
normal consumption and the local generators 
will be utilized only during the hours of ex- 
cessive demand. The power company will] de- 
liver the current to the municipal plant at 
“extra high potential” and transformers will 
reduce the pressure to normal voltage main- 
tenance on municipal system. Conductors 
charged with “extra high potential” current 
will be guarded within the city limits to 
prevent accident. 

Considerable trouble with transformers has 
been experienced during electrical storms, and 
the inspector is contemplating the grounding 
of secondaries to protect life and property. 
The municipal plant is now earning a profit 
and the prospects seem good for substantial 
improvements in the near futtre. 





EXCELLENT ELECTRICAL CONDITION. 
South Bend Has Good Inspection, Is Installing 
Conduits and Gradually Eliminating 
Defects, Theaters Closely Watched. 

Report has been made on the electrical 
equipment of South Bend, Ind. A competent 
inspector, with several years’ experience as 
wireman in large cities, enforces the electrical 
inspection ordinance of the city. New 
installations of wiring will grade very fair. 
Suggestions for improvements in the service 
made by the bureau inspector were courteously 
accepted and future equipments will be fully 
up to National Code standard. The inspector 
has secured the removal of much defective 
wiring. Equipments in the business district 
are reinspected at least once each year. 

A large amount of underground conduit is 
being installed in the congested district, and 
eventually all overhead wires will disappear, 
except in the residence section. This will re- 
move considerable interference noticed by the 
fire department, especially when  faising 
ladders in certain alleys where particularly 
crowded wiring conditions exist. The fran- 
chise granted the lighting company permitting 
the use of any poles in the city is the cause of 
much of the confusion, and the city electrician 
is asking the removal of all light and power 
wires from poles carrying conductors used for 
signal service. 

Since the Iroquois disaster, theaters have 
been placed under strict discipline and no 
electrical apparatus is used without permis- 
sion. The city is gradually developing into 
an excellent electrical condition. 





FIREWORKS CHARGES AT EVANSVILLE. 

Some trouble has been occasioned compa- 
nies at Evansville, Ind., on account of the 
failure of agents to collect the proper charge 
for permit to keep fireworks for sale, and 
Inspector W. H. Birch has written to the 
governing committee that so far he has been 
only partially successful in getting agents to 
make the charge, as they have been accustomed 
to give permits free. He continues: “We 
will not now have any difficulty in collecting 








it, if we can have the co-operation of the 
companies, with instructions to agents that 
this charge must be collected. I have inter- 
viewed several of the wholesale houses and 
find that there is no serious objection from 
them; and, in two instances, the largest 
houses here have removed the fireworks from 
their general stocks or do not handle them 
at all” 

In support of the inspector, companies have 
given agents peremptory instructions to col- 
lect the extra charge whenever required. 

a ++ 
ENFORCING BUILDING ORDINANCE. 

Building Inspector Stanley of Indianapolis 
is preparing a circular letter to be sent to the 
downtown merchants calling attention to that 
‘ante of the building ordinance making it un- 
lawful to allow inflammable material or rub- 
dish to remain in cellars. The penalty for 
violation of this ordinance is a fine of $10 to 
$100. 

+e ++ 
MANUFACTURE THEIR OWN GAS. 

Some of the glass works in the Indiana gas 
belt are putting in their own gas producers 
to take the place of natural gas, as gas gives 
a more even heat than coal. The glass manu- 
facturers purchase their own coal, from which 
the gas is driven off 

t+ ++ 
FAST EXHIBITION WORK BY FIREMEN. 

Muncie firemen are now claiming a world’s 
record. The aerial ladder in the Muncie de- 
partment, having a 75-foot extension, was shot 
to its full length and manned by two men 
in five seconds, according to stop watches, in 
an exhibition given for the benefit of the city 
officers of Davenport, Iowa. When the time 
was questioned the feat was duplicated. It 
was said that New York firemen had held the 
previous record of six seconds flat. 





INDIANA NOTE. 
A new tariff of Cromwell, Ind., is out. 
Inspector H. T. Manlove of the Insurance 
Survey Bureau is at work at Valparaiso, Ind. 
New tariffs have been published for Bunker 
Hill, Leesburg, Van Buren and Rockville, Ind. 


Mitchell & Caylor have entered the insur- 
anec and real estate business at Noblesville 

At Summitville, Ind., the Swallow & Mc- 
Lain agency has been transferred to Swallow 
& Davis. 

Walter I. Hughes of Alexandria, Ind., has 
taken his brother, Wm. A. Hughes, into the 
business, under the style of Walter I. Hughes 
& Co. 

As a result of the commotion over charges 
at Indianapolis B. M. Ralston, who conducts 
an agency there, proposes a plan for municipal 
fire insurance. 


J. L. Windsor of Chicago, who for some 
time has been Cook county special of the 
Glens Falls, has been appointed Indiana state 
agent of the company. 


Arthur J. Weed, Indiana special of the 
Norwich Union, is soon to be transferred to 
the East, being succeeded by James M. Lar- 
more of Anderson, Ind. 


Business men of Newcastle, Ind., it is said, 
are agitating the organization of a Business 
Mens Insurance Association, because insur- 
ance rates were lower there, they say, when 
there was no fire protection, than they are 
now. 

The sprinkled plant of the Reliance Manu- 
facturing Company in the penitentiary grounds 
at Michigan City, Ind., has been reinspected 
by the governing committee inspector and the 
risk pronounced fair, but with poor sprinkler 
equipment. 

Frank F. McCrea of Indianapolis has taken 
offices with the John Wocher & Bro. agency 
of that city. He retains the agency of the 
Hamburg-Bremen, the Western and_ the 
Equitable, the business of which will be done 
through Wocher & Bro. 

One of the most complete private fire de- 
partments in the west is said to be that in the 
large packing plant of Kingan & Co., Indian- 
apolis. In every building, from the smallest to 
the largest, apparatus is convenient and em- 
ployes are drilled to make the fastest time 
possible after the alarm, 





FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


HOST COPIPLAINS OF THE UNWASHED. 








Says Some Surplus Line Companies Are Oper- 
ating in the State in Violation 
of the Law. 


Commissioner Host of Wisconsin has sent 
out a list of companies and agents that are 
soliciting business in that state without com- 
plying with the laws. The commissioner 
claims that the state is being defrauded of 
taxes due it, and says that the operations of 
these concerns are unjust to licensed agents 
and companies. The commissioner asserts 
that for several months the department has 
heard nothing of the writing of wildcat in- 
surance, but recently unlicensed companies 
have been circularizing the state. The com- 
panies he complains of are the Reserve Fire 
& Marine of Chicago, Merchants Fire Asso- 
ciation of Chicago, Richmond Fire of Vir- 
ginia, Equity Fire of Canada, Canadian Fire 
Underwriters, Federal Lloyds of Chicago, 
Phoenix Underwriters of New York and the 
German Union of Delaware. 

The management of the Federal Lloyds has 
gotten out a letter calling attention to the 
fact that the commissioner does not discrimi- 
nate between wildcats and surplus line com- 
panies, it declaring that it has no intention 
of defrauding the state, and writes only lines 
where the capacity of admitted companies has 
been exhausted, thus giving protection to pol- 
icyholders which they could not otherwise 
get. The Phoenix Underwriters named in the 
list is regarded as a wildcat. 





NO GREAT INCREASE NOTED. 


Field men in Wisconsin do not anticipate 
many increases in premiums this year, al- 
though a few of the large union companies 
have-made quite a drive for business. The 
non-union companies are not as active for 
business in Wisconsin as in some other states. 
The loss ratio for the year is about normal. 
As a rule the companies are quite well sat- 
isfied with the record of the year so far. 

++ ++ 


CONTENTS OF MAIL BOX BURNED. 

A peculiar fire occurred last week in Mil- 
waukee, when, in some unknown manner, the 
contents of the large mail box in the Pabst 
building ignited. There is a letter chute run- 
ning through the thirteen stories of the build- 
ing and the fire was discovered by the smoke 
which issued from the chute. The blaze was 
extinguished by pouring water down the chute, 
but when the box was opened it was found 
that the contents had been entirely destroyed. 

As a great many firms occupy the building, 
considerable inconvenience will probably be 
occasioned by the loss. 

+e ae 


WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


4Etna—W. M. Hathaway, Spring Green; 
liam F. Winsor, Mauston. 

Atlas—W. W. Newschwander, Green Bay. 

American, N. J.—Edgar Ewers, Soldiers’ Grove: 
A. von Berg, Mosinee; H. A. Dimmock, Iola; 
J. F. Koech, St. Nazianz; Leo Philipson, Bloom- 
ington; J. F. Franklin, Eland; C. 8. Griffith, Fair- 
water; B. Franzen, Fredonia Station; J. A. 
Kropp, Hilbert; C. W. Heath, Kendall; L. F. 
Kelley, Marshall; E. M. Wilmott, Potosi. 

Consolidated F. & M.—Frank R. Tabor, Fond 
du Lac; Charles William Rehfeld, Horicon. 

Firemens, N. J.—Fred Huber, Stoughton. 

Germania—H. E. G. Kemp, Rhinelander; 
O. Nash and Bert Sargent, Ripon. 

German American—Jessie D. Thomas, 

Glens Falls—Ed. Sommers, Shawano; George 
H. Herzog, Racine. 

Home, N. Y.—George W. Dudley, West Salem: 
Security Loan & Insurance Agency, Green Bay. 

Indianapolis—William G. Fordyce, Alfred L. 
Weisbrod, Park Falls. 

Mil. Mech.—Christ A. Gielow, Manitowoc. 

National, Ct.—H. S. Merwin, Fox Lake. 

v. W. Nat’l—Francis Biles, Durand; A. H 
Hatch, Bloomington; Louis A. Baumann and Jay 
C. Davis, Grand Rapids; Patric McCarthy, Le 
Crosse. 

North River—Theodore Herfurth, Madison. 

Norwich Union—G. W. Dudley, West Salem. 

Palatine—Clarence Hill, Port Washington; Nil 
G. Olson, Stanley. 

Pelican—Henry McBain, Eau Claire. 

Pa. Fire—Andrew J. Kinney, Hudson; A. Nor 

man Anderson, Ladysmith; Ewald A. Lissick, 


Wil- 


Henry 


Spooner. 


Prentice ; Charles J. Lissick, Fall Creek; Willian 
F. Winsor, Mauston; L. M. Earle, Cashton; Her 
bert Bishop, Welcome. 

Phenix—Robert Peacock, Argyle; Charles J. 
Scharfenstein, Cassville, 
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Pittsburg—John W. Wackett, Oshkosh. 
Pruss. Nat’ l—M. N. Leavitt, Plainfield. 
Queen—G. E. Soli. Manawa. 
Security—H. C. Pitts, Fremont. 
Springfield—J. W. Merrill, Beloit. 
Westchester—A. L. Ford, Waunakee; W. F. 
Winsor, Mauston; Peter A. Clary, Elroy. 
Western Und.—Harry J. Masters, Sparta. 
De Forest Mut.—Schoetz Sensenbrenner, 





Mena- 
sha. 
City of Jefferson Mut.—T. J. Morrow, Apple- 
ton; B. J. Holt, Beaver Dam. 
Rice Lake Mut.—John H. Spengler, Marion; W. 
H. Ellis, Barron. . 
Theresa Village 
Menasha; John H., 
Schmidt, Cecil. 


Mut.—Schoetz 
Spengler, 


Sensenbrenner, 
Marion; Louis W. 


++ ++ 
TO TAKE OVER CULVER-HARPER AGENCY. 
The Culver-Harper agency of Superior, 
Wis., will be taken over on Jan. 1 by Wildner 
& Cooke. The new firm will be composed of 
F. J. Wildner, who is the manager of the Cul- 
ver-Harper agency, and ‘Benj. C. Cooke. 





HARVESTER PLANT GOES TO MUTUALS. 


Line of Nearly $1,500,000 on Milwaukee Plant 
of International Harvester Company 
Is Lost by Local Agents. 


The insurance on the Milwaukee plant of 
the International Harvester Company has 
been placed with the mutuals. The line 
amounts to nearly $2,000,000, and most of 
it has been written by the local agents in 
stock companies, although about $500,000 has 
been carried by the mutuals for several years. 

As the Milwaukee plant was the only one 
controlled by the International Harvester 
Company, that was not carried by the mu- 
tuals, the stock companies could not make 
a rate low enough to hold the business. The 
plant has been greatly improved in recent 
years by replacing old frame buildings with 
brick structures and by the addition of some 
good brick buildings, all thoroughly equipped 
with sprinklers. 

The celebrated “Milwaukee Harvesting 
machines” will no longer be made in Mil- 
waukee, as the plant is being remodeled for 
the manufacture of gas engines. 





WATCHING HOLIDAY HAZARD. 

Chief Meminger of the Milwaukee fire de- 
partment appreciates the extra hazard in the 
large stores incident to the holiday rush, and 
has detailed thirty-five firemen to make sys- 
tematic inspections of basements and shipping 
departments and to see that all waste and 
rubbish is properly taken care of. 

++ ++ 
NOTHING DONE FOR MUTUAL SCHEME 

Superintendents of the county insane asy- 
lums in Wisconsin met in Milwaukee last 
week. A committee of the association, to 
which had been referred a plan for a mutual 
insurance arrangement for insuring the vari- 
ous asylums, reported in favor of the scheme, 
but the report was simply received and no 
action was taken. The.disastrous experience 
with the state capitol fire and the burning of 
the Racine county insane asylum had the 
effect of dampening the ardor of the superin- 
tendents in favor of the proposition to carry 
their own insurance. 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 


Frank J. Heller has been given an agency 
of the Westchester in Milwaukee. 


Alfred Cypreansen of Eau Claire, has sold 
his insurance business to M. B. Hubbard. 


THE NORTH RIVER 
INSURANCE CO. 


OF NEW YORK, N.Y. 


CAPITAL $350,000. ASSETS $1,175,723. 
Organized 1822. 


A strong, reliable and progressive company, writing 
a general class of business. 

All losses adjusted and paid from the Detroit office. 

Agents wanted at all good points in Michigan and 


Wisconsin. 
DETROIT, MICH. 





W. B, BIERCE, General Agent, 








THE WEST AND NORTHWEST 


WHO WILL BE THE SUPERINTENDENT ? 








That Is the Question That Insurance Men and 
Politicians in Missouri Are Interested 
In—Several Men Mentioned. 


There is a great deal of speculation going 
on is Missouri regarding the successor to R. G. 
Yates as superintendent of insurance. Mr. 
Yates’ term does not expire until March 1, 
at which time or very soon afterwards Gov- 
ernor Folk will appoint his successor. It is a 
matter of a good deal of discussion 1n political 
circles upom whom the mantle will fall. 

Some of the slate makers have figured it 
out that Congressman Vandiver, who was very 
prominent in the Folk movement in Missouri, 
would be appointed. Insurance men look very 
kindly upon the suggested candidacy of John 
H. Walsh, special agent for the Home for 
Missouri. Doubtless Mr. Folk’s brother, Com- 
missioner Folk of Tennessee, if asked for his 
advice, would suggest a practical insurance 
man for the place. 

There is a large number of candidates, 
mostly politicians, spoken of for the position, 
and insurance men hope for a revival of the 
usual order of things and for the appointment 
of a competent insurance man who is not a 
politician, 





RATE INCREASE EXPECTED. 

It is stated that an increase in rates 
will shortly be announced at Omaha on 
account of the failure of the city to enforce 
the demands of the underwriters that the 
present regulations relating to outside electric 
wiring be strictly carried out. 

++ ++ 

NATIONAL BOARD INSPECTING ST. LOUIS. 

Inspectors of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters dropped into St. Louis last week 
to a number of about fifteen and have opened 
headquarters there. It is expected that some 
of them will be in the city for the next three 
months. They will ,make the careful in- 
spection of waterworks, water supply, fire de- 
partment and buildings in the congested dis- 
trict which the national board is accustomed 
to make when it starts into a city. Local 
agents appear to be somewhat concerned lest 
the report be of such a character as to bring 
about an agitation for an increase in rates or 
the application of conflagration charges. 

at ++ 
WINS IN PART AND LOSES IN PART. 


In the suit at Grand Forks, N. D., in 
which the Farmers Independent Elevator 
Company sought to collect from the 


Hartford Fire $1,5co on building and $4,500 
on grain in the elevator which burned at 
Denbigh, the jury gave the plaintiff a verdict 
for $1,586.25 for loss on the building and 
machinery, but found for the company in re- 
gard to the insurance on grain. The cases 
against the other companies interested have 
been transferred to Fargo for trial. The real 
plaintiffs in these suits are Edwards, Wood & 
Co., who had lent the elevator company money 
on the insurance policies as collateral. 
cand ++ 
FARGO TO GET A BIG PUMP. 

Fargo, N. D., has called for bids for a fire 
pump having a capacity of 3,000,000 gallons 
a day. New and larger mains are being put 
in, and the mayor has received word from 
Secretary Fisher of the Minnesota and Da- 
kota State Board to the effect that if these im- 
provements are up to standard it will raise the 
town to a higher class, bringing about a re- 
duction in rates. 

++ a+ 
LINCOLN AGENTS GIVE FACTS. 

The local agents of Lincoln, Neb., have 
gotten out a public letter to the business men 
ridiculing the idea that there is any insurance 
combine in that city and denying the charge 
that the business men in that city have been 
robbed by the companies. It is shown how 
the agents’ commissions are spent in Lincoln 
and much of the premium goes to the payment 





of losses. The agreement of the agents, it is 
claimed, amounts to the fact that each agent 
obligates himself to do business on cortect 
principles and also pledges himself not to give 
away part of his commission. It is shown 
that the agents try to be fair and do all they 
can for the benefit of their customers 
++ ++ 


CANCELING WORLD'S FA'R INSURANCE 
During the past few days there has been a 
great amount of cancellation of insurance on 
exhibits at the World’s Fair. The insurance 
on buildings ceased on Dec. 1, but there was 


about $9,000,0c0 insurance on exhibits. Con- 
siderable of this expired Dec. 1, and most of 
the agents have declined to renew it. There 


seems to be considerable difference in the 


practice of agencies in this matter, as some 
have canceled very little and have even re- 
newed a few policies which had expired 





REFORMS ARE LIKELY IN MINNESOTA, 


Retiring Governor Will Point Out Shortcom- 
ings in the Insurance Laws and Gover- 
nor Elect Has Reforms in View. 

Present prospects point to “something do- 
ing” in connection with the Minnesota insur- 
ance department as soon as the legislature 
convenes. It is stated that Governor Van 
Sant will start the ball rolling when his mes- 
sage is read. He has had forcibly brought to 
his attention the abominable features of the 
Minnesota law which permit the bleeding of 
foreign life insurance companies by frequent 
and expensive valuations of their policies by 
the Minnesota department. It is stated that 
Governor Van Sant will discuss the evils of 
the present law with great frankness in his 
message. 

Governor-elect Johnson has stated that it 
was because he has important reforms in 
view, which he considered Thomas D. O’Brien 
especially qualified to carry out, that he pre- 
vailed upon him to accept the commissioner- 
ship. Thus it appears that both the retiring 
and incoming executive have in mind im- 
provements in the department. 

Insurance men of the Twin Cities are gen- 
erally well pleased over the appointment of 
Mr. O’Brien as insurance commissioner. Al- 
though Mr. O’Brien has not been engaged in 
underwriting, as an attorney he has gained a 
wide acquaintance with insurance law and 
it is generally predicted that he will perform 
the duties of the office with credit. 

“T predict that Mr. O’Brien will make a 
very capable official,” said Insurance Com- 
missioner Dearth. “Mr. O’Brien is an able 
man; he is a bright lawyer and an excellent 
speaker. These qualities help to make a good 
insurance commissioner as they help to make 
a good citizen. As far as the underwriting 
part of the work is concerned, I do not think 
that Mr. O’Brien will have any difficulty.” 





MINNESOTA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Amer. Cent.—C. W. Odell, Willmar. 
Delaware—Charles W. Moore, Merriam Park. 
Fire Assn.—C. F. Carlson, Wheaton. 
German American-—W. Roberts, Bemidji. 
Germania—Serkland & Manwaring, St. James. 
Hartford—wW. H. Roberts, Bemidji. 
Home—James B. Hove, Carlos 
Lon, & Lan.—C. H. Day, St. Paul. 
Mercantile—0O. T. Gilbert, Wilmar. 
National, Pa.—George EF. Reed. Cass Lake. 
National Union—Magnus Lundberg, Crookston. 
N. W. Nat'l—Charles W. Kilpatrick. Adrian 
Phenix, Ct.—J. E. Vanstrom, Canby: C. H. 
Dunn, Eyota; W. II. Shea, Foley; G. G. Schlegel, 
Fulda; F. N. Gores, Hampton: A. FE. Batchelder, 
Milaca; M. Bullis, Sandstone; Smith-Staples 
Robertson agency, Stillwater 


Phenix—Leibrock & Day, St. Paul; Charles HI. 
Cullen, Waverly. 
Prov. Wash.—Christianson & Stander, Crooks 


ton: W. HL. Roberts, Bemidji. 
Queen—.J. G. Brinkerhoff, Stephen. 
Reliance—Charles W. Moore, Merriam 
Royal—lIl. I. Cohen, Brainerd; W. FH. 
Bemidji. 


Park, 
Roberts, 


+e we 
RECOMMEND THE NEW RATES. 

The local agents at Dubuque appointed a 
committee to confer with the special agents 
regarding the adoption of the new rates for 
that city. The local board has refused so far 
to approve the new rates, and a field commit- 
tee visited the city to confer with the local 
agents. No progress was made, but the agents 
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appointed a committee to take up the matter 
and make recommendations. It is understood 
that the committee will recommend the adop- 
tion of the new rates. 





REBATING MAKES TROUBLE FOR THEM 





Des Moines Agents Have Difficulty in Getting 
a Clause That Will Penalize the Insured 
for Accepting a Rebate. 


Insurance agents of Des Moines are having 
trouble to agree upon a form of policy which 
will prevent the granting of rebates by agents 
to the insured. They recently agreed to stamp 
all policies with a proviso to the effect that 
where a loss occurred under the policy, and it 
was established that a rebate or refund or 
division of the premium had been received 
from the agent by the insured, that the latter 
should have deducted from the amount the 
company would be found liable for under the 
policy the amount of this rebate. This plan 
worked less than a month, when it was dis- 
covered that the clause amounts in substance 
to the writing of coinsurance, which is pro- 
hibited by the statues of that state. 

The local board of fire underwriters met a 
week ago and decided to adopt a new clause 
and submit it to the companies for their ap- 
proval. This clause, which has been sent out 
to all of the leading companies represented at 
Des Moines, is as follows: 

“It is part of the consideration of this policy 
that any rebate, division of commission, return 
of premium or reduction of premium, from 
the published or estimated rate paid or agreed 
to be paid or allowed to the assured hereunder 
shall render this policy void. unless endorsed 
hereon in writing and signed by the agent who 
countersigned this policy.” 

A number of the Des Moines agencies have 
heard from the companies, and in nearly every 
instance there is an unfavorable answer, the 
companies believing that the laws governing 
coinsurance have not yet been met, and per- 
haps cannot be avoided. The companies in 
nearly every instance contend that they would 
rather lay themselves liable to trouble from re- 
bating than to violate the state laws and get 
into trouble thereby. The matter will be taken 
up for further consideration at the next meet- 
ing of the Des Moines board. 





MISSOURI AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


American, N. J.—Lawrence C. Taylor, Rich- 
; G. W. Jones, Sheldon. 

Connecticut—J. J. Ennis & Co., Clyde; G. B. 
Weber, Gorin; Miss Lois Buhl, Kirksville; Riegel 
& Riegel, Moberly ; a A Bain, Trenton; Ww. J. 
Miller, Lamar; O. W. Kinstenmacher, Pilot Grove ; 
S P. Yates, Smithville ; D. M. Jennings, Centralia ; 

. E. Norman, Newtown ; L. V. Woods, Laredo. 

” North America—Alexander R. Coburn, Oregon ; 
Henry 0. Green, Warsaw; Chas. H. Payson, Ma- 
con; Washington L. Thomason, Blue Springs; 
Denham Kelly, Kearney; Chas. E. Butler, Bis- 
marck; Oran J. Buford, Ironton; Fleming D. Har- 
rison, Versailles; Alexander M. Staten, Eldorado 
Springs; Wm. 8S. Riblett, Carrollton; Frank H. 
Corum, ary 

L. &I » & G—wW. R. Holloway, Kirksville. 

Mil. Mech.—R. E. Sutliff & Co., Huntsville. 

B. & M.—D. V. Herider, Slater ; R. E. Sut- 
ifr & Co., Huntsville. 

Phila. Und.—Wm. R. Holloway, Kirksville. 

Pheni«, Ct.—John L. Couse, sc rk Henry 
S. Wefel, Wentzville; Geo. W. Campbeli, 
Willow eee: James 8. » RR Mian James 
H. Neal, Blackburn; Loyd Martin, Brickner ; Jas. 
0. Wallace, Cameron; Frank M. Anderson, Con- 
way; Jas. McKenzie, Doniphan ; Mullin & Conway, 
Ironton ; Geo. E. Johnson, Jonesboro ; John LL: 
Ress, Mountain View; John A. Woestmeyer, Na- 
poleon ; Frank F. Tipton, Stoutsville. 

Phenix, Eng.—James Miller, King City. 

Pruss. Nat'l—E. L. Riley, Excelsior Springs. 

Security—J. P. Wagner, Sweet Springs. 





L. Stuckey, Lathrop; Wm. P. 
Houston, Belton; Wm. T. Thorp, Nevada; M. L. 
Jackson, Liberal. 
Union, Pa.—J. N. Burnes, St. Joseph. 
Westchester— we “B. Burruss, Columbia; G. E. 


Lohman, Jefferson City. 
++ ++ 
RAILROAD COMPANY WINS. 
An insurance 
a railway 
from the 
pany is 


company cannot collect from 
for a fire loss caused by a spark 
company’s engine, unless the com- 
guilty of negligence in failing to 
equip the engine with devices to catch sparks 
in the smokestack, according to an opinion 
filed by Judge Lochren of the United States 
circuit court at St. Paul, in the case of For- 
rest E. Woodward and- the St. Paul Fire & 
Marine against the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railway. The plaintiffs sought to recover 





$8,321, but Judge Lochren gave a verdict to 
the. defendant on the ground that the engine 
was equipped with the latest device to arrest 
sparks. 

a+ +e 


MINNEAPOLIS AGENCY INCORPORATED. 


Articles of incorporation of the Minneap- 
olis Insurance Company, a consolidation of 
five of the leading agencies in the city, were 
filed with the secretary of state at St. Paul 
last week. The company has a capital of 
$150,000, and the authorized indebtedness is 
$50,000. The incorporators are Alexander 
Campbell, E. M. Christian, A. L. Belknap, 
A. W. Armatage and E. C. Cook. These 
agencies, which have consolidated to save 
expenses, will do business on the first floor 
of the New York Life building, now occupied 
by the Campbell and Belknap agencies. 

++ ++ 

WILL COLLECT THE CHARGE AT DES MOINES. 

The Des Moines Board of Fire Underwriters 
has decided to accept without further protest 
the 10 percent advance in effect on buildings 
with vertical openings and unprotected ex- 
posures. Several of the local agents showed 
a disposition to resist the order and had an- 
nounced to their patrons that the charge would 
not be affixed. These parties were over- 
whelmed at the meeting recently held. Let- 
ters have been received by Des Mcines agents 
warning them that the companies will not per- 
mit any cut on this advance. 

‘he Des Moines agents desired all risks af- 
fected by the advance to be specifically rated, 
believing that there would be less trouble if 
that course were pursued. The companies in- 
formed them that they must appeal to the 
rating bureau. Rather Bennett is confined to 
the house with illness and could not take the 
matter up. The agents finally agreed not to 
push the demand for the present. 





GENERAL WESTERN NOTES. 
A new book of rates for Alba, Mo., is out. 


New tariffs have been issued for Plummer, 
Brooks and Middle River, Minn. 


John N. Burnes of St. Joseph, Mo., secures 
the agency of the Unior of Philadelphia. 

E, R. Smythe & Co. of St. Louis gets the 
agency of the German of Peoria, which will 
re-enter Missouri at the first of the year 


El Reno, Okla., has been promised a 10 
percent reduction in insurance rates if it will 
add three salaried men to its fire department. 

The Northwestern Fire & Marine of Minne- 
apolis has entered the Des Moines field and 
will be represented by the A. E. Clark agency. 

Benjamin Knauft, formerly with the Mil- 
waukee Mechanics, will establish an agency in 
St. Paul, representing the Home of New 
York. 

State Auditor Carroll of Iowa has called 
attention to the unauthorized operation in the 
state of the German Union of Wilmington, 
Del., which he classes as a_ wildcat. 

The governing committee has waived the 
three-fourths value clause in policies cover- 
ing mercantile risks at Valley Springs, S. D., 
as a small waterworks system has been in- 
stalled. 


A representative of the National of Ireland 
has recently been in St. Louis looking the 
ground over, and there is a rumor that the 
company will re-enter the state. It withdrew 
several years ago after an unfavorable ex- 
perience. 

L. H. Worthington has purchased an inter- 
est in the agency of Charles G. Blakely of 
Topeka, Kan. The firm will be known as 
Charles G. Blakely & Co., and will add real 
estate, loans and public accounting to its in- 
surance business. 

Davenport fire insurance men to the num- 
ber of sixteen attended the “Now and Then” 
banquet in the city last week. These affairs 
are held every four or five months and are 
occasions of social meeting as well as discus- 
sion of underwriting topics. 

Reports from Lincoln, Neb., are to the 
effect that local agents have been given per- 
mission to cease making an exposure charge 
on dwelling houses, but have generally de- 
clined to take advantage of the offer. One 


firm, England & Burts, adyertises that it will 
write without the charges. 





LIFE INCURANGE GIRGLES. 


——= 
EXAMINATION OF AZTNA LIFE ENDED. 





Shows Company to Have Much Larger Surplus 
Than Is Filed With the Insur- 
ance Department. 


The insurance commissioner of Connecticut 
has issued his report on the quadrennial ex- 
amination of the A®tna Life to verify its state- 
ment of Dec. 31, 1903. ‘The commissioner 
states that the result of the examination is 
gratifying to the department. He says that 
the market value of the bonds and stocks seems 
conservative. The department found the re- 
serve liability to be $56,823,113. The company 
itself values its policigs on a more stringent 
basis and carries $57,648,884 as total reserve. 
The company also carries a_ special reserve 
of $2,186,188. This is the difference between 
the reserve cn the Actuaries’ 4 percent basis 
on all policies issued up to and including 1900 
and the reserve on the 3% percent basis. The 
department finds the surplus of the company 
to be $6,719,005 or $3,000,000 more than was 
claimed in the annual statement filed with the 
department. 





PRESIDENT DOLPH’S ENGAGEMENTS. 
President John Dolph of the National Asso- 
ciation of Life Underwriters has arranged for 
the following visits to local associations: 
Syracuse, Dec. 17; Chicago, Jan. 17; Peoria, 
Jan. 18; St. Louis, Jan. 20; Boston, Feb, 21; 
New York, Feb. 28. 
++ ++ 
WILL POSTPONE INTRODUCTION. 
The Travelers has decided to give its state 
and general agents in the life department a 
reprieve until April 1 on the change of con- 


tract mentioned in THe WestTeRN UNDER- 
WRITER of last week. 
+ ++ 


ORGANIZE THE COLUMBIAN CLUB. 


The agents of the Columbian National 
Life in Chicago have organized the Colum- 
bian club. F. J. Brown is president; J. H. 
Putnam, secretary; H. C. Moore, treasurer. 
This club meets once a month and is com- 
posed entirely of agents on a commission 
basis. They discuss affairs pertinent to the 
company and agency work. Similar clubs 
are being organized by the company’s agents 
in other large cities. 

++ +t 
MORE DISTRICT PHYSICIANS FOR CLEVELAND. 


The Cleveland board of health will appoint 
seventeen additional district physicians withia 
a few days. Epidemics have overtaken the 
city at various times, and it is the intention of 
the health board to prevent a recurrence if 
possible. District physicians are paid $600 a 
year, enough to warrant their spending con- 
siderable time in looking after the health of 
the city. The schools will be given particular 
attention with the idea of discovering disease 
before it has time to spread. It is believed 
that the mortality record will be greatly im- 
proved. 

++ ++ 
ESTABLISHES INFORMATION BUREAU. 

President Dolph of the national association 
has circularized the local associations, pro- 
posing the establishment of an information 
bureau under the management of Secretary 
Clark, to which local organizations will report 
in advance dates of meetings, names of speak- 
ers, etc., and, after meetings, papers and ex- 
tracts of speeches and features of interest. 





District Manager Wanted 








Two good districts still left in Ohio. 
renewal contract. Apply to 


WM. BOSWELL, Agency Director, 
Security Mutual Life - CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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The national secretary will then send to the 

various associations such of this information 

as he thinks will be interesting or valuable. It 

is expected that this movement will also re- 

sult in more exchange of fraternal greetings. 
te + 


DAYS OF GRACE CUT A FIGURE. 


Suit was brought at Pittsburg against 
the Provident Savings Life under the clause 
allowing thirty days’ grace in the paying of 
premiums. The assured had a policy for 
$25,000 on which the premium was over due 
‘twenty-eight days when he died. The com- 
pany refused payment of the claim, contend- 
ing that the assured had stated positively that 
he: did not propose to pay the premium. In 
the United States district court the widow 
of the assured was given judgment for $25,- 
503. The assured was Selwin M. Taylor, a 
millionaire mining engineer. 





FIELD OF OPERATIONS EXTENDING. 





Comment of the Columbian National Life on 
the Opening of Its New South- 
western Department. 


In speaking of its new department for the 
southwest with St, Louis as headauarters, the 
Columbian National Life says: 

“The gentlemen who have become associated 
with the company in the southwest are equally 
prominent as those allied with it elsewhere. 
John D. Davis, who has already been elected 
a director of the company and will shortly 
be created a vice-president, is vice- -president 
of the Mississippi Valley Trust Company, a 
financial institution, the ramifications of which 
extend throughout ‘the country. He will have 
the active co-operation of the following gen- 
tlemen also prominently identified with” St. 
Louis interests. Breckinridge Jones, vice- 
president and counsel of the Mississippi Valley 
Trust Company, St. Louis; Rolla Wells, re- 
form mayor of St. Louis; Charles H. Huttig, 
president Third National Bank, St. Louis; 
ee Carleton, president of Carleton Dry 
Goods Company, St. Louis. 

“It is difficult to overestimate the importance 
of this latest development of the company’s 
growth, for each of these names is a familiar 
one in every financial concern in the west. 
Each is a director in the World’s Fair at St. 
Louis and each enjoys the prestige of being 
strong, successful, influential men whose good 
name is the most important part of their assets. 
The company is equally fortunate in securing 
as joint managers for the southwest depart- 
ment, W. O. Andrews and G. Howard Willett, 
who have already opened spacious offices in 
St. Louis. Both are experienced insurance 
managers and the success of their department 

‘is a foregone conclusion. 

“Vice-President Woodbridge, with this in- 
domitable energy and enthusiasm, and_ his 
right bower, James Westervelt, New York 
counsel of the company, have been the chief 
instruments in securing the active interest of 
all these gentlemen, and it is up to the entire 
agency staff to second his great work by their 
results.” 

The establishment of the new department is 
in line with the policy of extension of this 
active company. 





LIFE INSURANCE CLUB PROMOTERS. 

The Life Insurance Club of New York, 
which has been incorporated to do a legal re- 
serve business, will be managed by Richard 
Vightman, who conducted the life insurance 
lub scheme in some periodicals for the Re- 
ance Life. He recently resigned from that 
ompany to promote the new enterprise which 
—s to get all its business by advertising. 

R. Malone, who resigns as agency director 
f ‘the New York Life, will be associated with 
ir. Wightman. 


ooo ++ 
HOLDS POLICIES WERE IN FORCE. 


Mrs. Lavern Amos has been awarded a 
erdict for $2,444 against the Northwestern 
Iuutal Life in a suit tried at Detroit. After 
he death of her husband, there were found 
mong his papers two policies in the defend- 
ut company, one for $2,000 and one for 
3,000. The suit was brought on the smaller 
‘i these. The plaintiff contended that the 
licies showed printed receipts for the first 


\ 





premium, while the company insisted that the 
policies were given to Mr. Amos merely for 
inspection, and had not been paid for, and 
were not in force. The cases on both policies 
will probably be appealed. 





CAMPAIGN OF EDUCATION NECESSARY. 





Commissioner Dearth Says No Legislation Af- 
fecting Fraternals Can Be Secured Until 
Members of Orders Learn Benefits. 





Insurance Commissioner Dearth of Minne- 
sota says that the only way legislation placing 
fraternal insurance companies on a firmer basis 
can be secured in Minnesota is through a 
campaign of education, in which the members 
of fraternal organizations are taught that such 
reform is for their interest. 

“Two years ago a bill was introduced in 
the Minnesota legislature,” said Mr. Dearth, 
“providing for a readjustment of the mor- 
tality tables used by fraternal companies, so as 
to create reserve funds. It was universally 
opposed by fraternal companies and as the 
fraternal men had a majority of the legislators 
the bill failed to pass. 

“There is ‘no hope to secure legislation of 
this kind, unless the members of the fraternal 
societies see how they are benefited by the 
plan. Ohio has recently taken steps to create 
reserve funds among fraternal insurance or- 
ganizations, and Minnesota could well follow 
suit.” 





SPINKS WINS FROM UNION CENTRAL. 


The Kentucky court of anpeals has affirmed 
the judgment of the lower court in the case 
of Harry C. Spinks of Newoprt, Ky., against 
the Union Central Life. Spink’s father died 
in 1898, leaving a policy of $10,000 in the 
defendant company, on which it claims the 
premiums had not been paid. The judgment 
gives —— $10,000 with interest since Sep- 
tember, 

+ + 


SECRETARY ALEXANDER’S LETTER. 


In his Christmas letter to the field officers 
of the Equitable Life, Secretary William Al- 
exander gives a very enjoyable retrospect of 
the great institution, with which he became 
connected when it was only ten years old. 
It is interesting to note that he gives the 
assets the society will show at the end of 
the year as over $400,000,000 and surplus over 
$76,000,000. 

a + 
AGENT COLLECTS PREMIUM BY LAW. 


At Sioux Falls, S. D., Miss Florence May 
Carroll, an agent of the. Mutual Life, has 
secured judgment for $343.48 with interest 
against Charles Kreger. He applied for a 
policy and was accepted and the policy was 
issued. Miss Carroll paid the first premium 
and delivered the policy, which Kreger kept 
for about three months, and then refused to 
accept or pay for, - 


WATCHING THE WASHINGTON. 

Underwriters are now watching the forth- 
coming report of the examination of the Wash- 
ington Life, owing to the rumors that have 
been spreading as to the findings of the New 
York department. It is likely that changes 
will be made in the management. There is no 
likelihood of the policyholders of the company 
suffering in the least, as the Washington's 
business is good, and if a change in manage- 
ment cannot be agreed upon almost any com- 
pany would be willing to take it over. 

ct 7+ 
CONCERN WITH A LONG NAME STARTS. 


The United Commercial Travelers Death 
Benefit Fund Association has incorporated 
under the laws of Minnesota and has been 
authorized to do business by Insurance Com- 


FREE TO LIFE AGENTS 


Book of Views of California and Semi-trop- 
ical America may be had by addressing 
CONSERVATIVE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, LOS 
ANGELES. CAL. This should be of special 
interest to field men ee a milder 
climate for their winter’s work, 








missioner Dearth. The association consists of 
members of the United Commercial Travelers, 
a traveling men’s organization. It issues to 
its policyholders a funeral benefit not to ex- 
ceed $200. 
~~ ++ 

CLAIMS BENEFICIARY KILLED ASSURED. 

The administrator of the estate of Mrs. 
Lizzie Blazer has begun suit at Nashville, 
Tenn., to collect $700 under a policy on her 
life in the Michigan Mutual. The policy was 
made payable to her husband, but she paid 
the premiums, and her husband is alleged 
to have killed her on Nov. 5 and to 
be a fugitive from justice now. It is con- 
tended that the claim should not be paid to 
him, although he appears as beneficiary, 





COMMENT ON THE LAWSON ARTICLES. 


What Is He Driving At What Is His Motive? 
—What Will the Results Be?—Views 
of an Underwriter. 


Among life insurance men who have read 
the Lawson articles, there is a wide difference 
of opinion as to the motive of the writer and 
the probable results of the articles. There are 
those who believe that what Mr. Lawson says 
is for the most part true, that he is actuated 
by a desire to enlighten the public, that his 
motives are philanthropic, and that his arti- 
cles will in the long run have a beneficial 
effect. Others go to the other extreme and 
believe that he is as bad as the men he is 
“showing up,” that he is one of “the gang” 
turned state’s evidence, and therefore not to 
be believed, that his chief motive is revenge 
or a desire for notoriety, and that the results 
will be a serious injury to legitimate business 
enterprises. 

One of the shrewdest life insurance men 
in the west, for many years a careful student 
of the business, states his theory, as far as he 
has one, about as follows: 

Lawson is not bluffing nor has he any philan- 
thropic motives. He found out years ago that 
advertising is the most effective tool in the 
manipulation of the stock market (and he 
convinced some other people on this subject 
in the very recent past). He is clever enough 
to find out the best kind of advertising, which 
is reading matter, and is shrewd enough to 
get this free or get paid for writing his ad- 
vertisements, He has a grudge to work out 
against the Standard Oil crowd and that is 
his main purpose. He knows that through 
the National City Bank of New York and 
various other banks and trust companies, the 
financiers of several of the largest life com- 
panies have relations more or less close with 
the Standard Oil people, and he appears to 
think that these relations are of great value 
to the Standard Oil crowd, If he could bring 
about a rupture of these relations he appar- 
ently thinks he could injure the Standard Oil 
party seriously and deprive it of much of its 
power in the financial world. 

It is for the purpose of doing this that this 
life insurance man thinks Mr. Lawson lugged 
the life insurance companies into “Frenzied 
Finance.” He could exert no influence to 
speak of with the home offices, but if he could 
stir up the policyholders over the country, so 
that they would commence to lapse policies 
and take cash values and so that the agents 
of the companies at which he is -aiming 
would find more difficulty in getting business, 
he evidently believes that enough pressure 
of this kind from the outside would result 
in some changes which would bring about 
what he wants, viz.: the loss of the support 
of the insurance companies to those interests 
that stand closest to his enemies, the Standard 
Oil people. Lawson has the reputation of 
never making a move in public without having 
an object in view, and he has nerve enough 
to tackle any kind of a proposition, no matter 
how large. 

What effect his articles will have remains 
to be seen. From reports from various sources 
it would appear that some people will lose con- 
fidence in all life insurance companies to a 
sufficient extent to prevent their taking more 
insurance, at least for the present, and to 
cause them to take cash values or paid-up 
insurance for what they have, Others appear 


to be stirred up only 89 far as the companies 
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which have come under Lawson’s_ ban 
concerned. - 

Agency executives of some of the smaller 
companies are in a receptive mood, They 
stand ready to take over agents of other com- 
panies that want to come. Doubtless some of 
them are actively after these agents, but many 
of them are not crowding matters at all. They 
find some agents restless and scared, perhaps 
unnecessarily, but they figure that if these 
men have any good cause for wanting to make 
a change the cause will grow stronger and 
enable them to get these men cheaper or it 
will disappear altogether, and then the agents 
would go back to their old connections and 
they would have taken them over for nothing. 

The outcome of this sensation is going to be 
one of the most interesting subjects to watch 
that has come up in some time. No difference 
how many holes experts may punch in Law- 
son’s statements, the public is swallowing 
many of them and either not seeing or not be- 
lieving what is said in reply. The question is, 
What is the public going to do? 


are 





WHAT THE FRANKLIN LIFE IS DOING 


New Policies Ready—New Business Increased 
and at Higher Premiums-—Illinois to Re- 
ceive Much Attention Next Year. 


The Franklin Life has samples of its new 
3 percent policies ready to place in the hands 
of agents within a few days. It will coim- 
mence issuing them immediately after New 
Year’s. In addition to the forms it has been 
writing it will have a 5 percent gold bond 
policy and several attractive special forms. 

Although officers of the company expected 
a severe falling off in the writings in 1904, 
the year will close with about $9,000,000 cf 
new business, an increase of about $300,000 
over that of last year. The ground on which 
the officers based their estimate of a smaller 
new business was that at the beginning of 
the year one very popular line of policies had 
been cut off altogether and at the same time 
the company has discontinued the handling 
of notes for agents. The Franklin’s advance 
dividend policy, sold at a reduction of 25 per- 
cent from regular premiums, was he most 
popular policy it had, especially in the South. 
The experience with it was not satisfactory 
to the company, however. It is found that 
the lapse ratio was heavier on it than on 
other policies. 

The company has been making a special 
effort after quality this year. The result has 
been that the average premiums on new busi- 
ness are about 33 percent higher than those 
on the business of 1903. 

During the past year organization work 
has been going on in various parts of the 
field. Ohio has had considerable attention. 
Lucas I. Morse was made general agent at 
Columbus for a large territory and recently 


made field superintendent for the entire state. 
Mr. Morse was formerly manager of the 
Equitable of New York at Columbus and is 
doing a fine business for the Franklin. C. F. 
Whipple, recently with the Mutual Life a 
Cleveland, has become district manager of 
the Franklin in that city, with an office in 
tlg Schofield building. 

For the coming year the company expects 
to put the most work on the Illinois fieid. 
W. F. Workman, superintendent of agents, 
will give much of his time to the home state, 
which for a while he has been obliged io 
neglect to some extent because of his ab- 
sence in other parts of the territory. 





SPEAKERS AT DOLPH DINNER. 


The complimentary dinner to John Dolph, 
president of the National Association of Life 
Underwriters, to be given by the Cincinnati 
association, will take place at the Business 
Mens Club in Cincinnati, on Dec. 20. The 
speakers will be President John M. Pattison 
of the Union Céntral, Col. W. B. Melish, Judge 
J. B. Swing, Rev. David Philipson and Presi- 
dent Dolph. 

nH + 
TO FIGHT TUBERCULOSIS, 


Strenuous efforts to prevent the spread of 
tuberculosis in Minnesota are being made by 
the state board of health, municipal authori- 
ties and physicians and business-men generally. 
The disease has been gradually increasing in 
virulency and in the number of deaths, so that 
need of state and municipal action is recog- 
nized. The state is constructing a sanitarium 
at Walker and it is planned to provide for 
other sanitariums at the coming session of 
the legislature. 

Dr. H. M. Bracken, secretary of the Min- 
nesota board of health, in speaking of the 
need of action, said recently: “Tuberculosis 
kills about 2,000 human beings annually in 
Minnesota. Of this number 250 die in St. 
Paul. There are about 8,000 others in the 
state ill each year from the same disease, mak- 
ing a total of 10,000 tuberculosis individuals 
who are a menace to everyone.” 

+ Sad 
WILL PAY UNIFORM COMPENSATION. 


W. C. Baldwin, vice-president of the Pitts- 
burg Life & Trust, has addressed the follow- 
ing letter to his agency staff regarding their 
compensation on the different lines of policies 
issued by the company: 

“On and after Jan. 1, until further notice, 
the agents of this company will be entitled 
to the same commissions on our line of non- 
participating policies containing the same 
guarantees as our compound dividend policies, 
also on our annual dividend policies, as are 
provided for in their contracts for the com- 
pound dividend policies. 


“So far as we know, no other life insur- 





ance company pays the same commissions 





DIVIDEND SCALE OF THE TRAVELERS—ANNUAL DIVIDEND POLICIES—$1,000. 


Synopsis of Annual Dividends that will be payable during 1905 on policies that have been in force one and 
two years; also the third year dividends (payable in 1906) provided the same 
basis of calculation is continued. 


DIVIDENDS PAYABLE AT FIRST ANNIVERSARY. 





Ordin’y Life. 20-Pay. Life. 15-Pay. Life. 10 Pay. Life. 20-Year End. 15 Year Fnd. 10-Year End. 
Age. Cash. Addn. Cash. 566s. Cash. Add’n. Cash. Add’n. Cash. Add'n. Cash. Add’n. Cash. Add'n. 
. ES 2 $9 $3.57 $10 3.73 $11 $436 $12 $4.37 $7 $5.22 $7 $8.00 $10 
25 3.86 10 4.04 11 4.63 12 4.55 7 5.38 7 8.16 10 
30 9 4.24 10 4.42 11 4.97 12 4.84 8 5.61 8 8.44 10 
35 10 4.74 11 4.95 11 5.44 12 5.26 8 5.97 8 8.83 11 
40 10 5.42 11 5.66 12 6.04 12 5.94 9 650 9 9.43 12 
5 11 6.28 12 6.54 12 6.94 13 6.84 11 7.30 10 10.34 13 
a 12 7.58 13 7.86 13 8.32 14 8.21 12 8.56 12 11.76 15 
nD 14 9.55 15 9.89 15 10.40 16 10.27 15 10.41 14 13.52 17 
60 17 12.18 17 12.59 18 13.17 19 13.06 18 13.10 17 15.90 20 
DIVIDENDS PAYABLE AT SECOND ANNIVERSARY 
20 . $3,34 $9 $3.83 $11 $4.08 $11 $4.87 $14 $4.92 $8 $5.99 $8 $9.21 $11 
25 . 3.65 9 4.16 11 4.42 12 5.1 14 5.09 8 6.15 8 9.38 11 
30 4.05 10 4.57 11 4.84 12 5.59 14 5.39 8 6.39 9 9.68 12 
35 . 4.58 10 5.12 11 5.42 12 6.14 14 5.83 9 6.76 9 10.09 12 
40 5.28 11 5.84 12 6.19 12 6.80 14 6.52 10 7.31 10 10.71 13 
45 6.25 11 6.77 12 7.15 13 7.81 14 7.45 11 8.14 11 11.63 14 
no 7.71 18 8.17 14 8.57 14 9.29 16 8.88 13 9.44 13 13.07 16 
no . 9.83 15 10.25 16 10.70 16 «11.47 18 11.01 16 11.34 15 14.85 18 
60 - 12.96 18 12.99 18 13.47 19 14.3 20 13.89 19 14.08 18 17.25 21 
ON THE SAME BASIS THE THIRD YEAR DIVIDENDS WILL BE 
20 $3.47 $10 $4.11 $11 $4.44 $12 $5. $15 $5.48 $8 $6.77 $9 $10.47 $12 
25 3.81 10 4.46 11 4.88 i2 5.78 15 5.67 9 6.94 10.66 13 
30 4.24 10 4.91 12 5.29 13 6.238 15 5.97 9 7.18 10 10.95 13 
ah 4.81 10 5.49 12 5.91 13 6.84 15 5.41 10 7.58 10 11.38 13 
40 5.58 11 6.27 12 6.74 13 7.59 15 oS Be! 8.14 11 11.99 14 
45 6.62 12 7.29 li 7.78 14 8.68 16 8.08 12 9.00 12 12.94 15 
50 819 1: 8.78 14 9.82 15 1028 17 9.57 14 1034 14 14.42 1 
55 10.45 16 1095 17 1153 17 #%1255 19 11.77 17° #12.29 16 16.21 19 
60 13.74 19 1381 19 1442 20 1547 22 14.73 20 15.05 19 18.60 22 








to their agents on the three lines of contracts, 
viz.: Non-participating, annual dividend and 
compound dividend plans. However, it is 
proper, and a company should do so, for if it 
intends to treat the policyholders fairly in 
the matter of dividends, it can be no advan- 
tage to it to hold the dividends in its posses- 
sion. Therefore, this company will place the 
agents in a position to earn the same amount 
of money by writing their prospects on any 
of the three plans.” ffl 
5 ad ~~ 
WINS FROM A. O. U. W. 

At Alexis, Ill., Mrs. Emily Graham has been 
given a verdict for $2,000, with $167 interest 
added, against the A, O. U. W. Her husband 
was insured in the order and became insane. 
The order contended that the receipts which 
Mrs. Graham held from two assessments pre- 
vious to the time her husband was committed 
to the asylum were forged. After his com- 
mitment she tendered each assessment, but it 
was refused. The jury evidently believed her 
statement of the case. 

+ Bd 
TAKES THE DES MOINES LIFE. 

H. B. Dickinson of Des Moines, Iowa 
manager of the Security Mutual Life, goes to 
Chicago to take charge of the Des Moines 
Life. 





PRUDENTIAL’S EXHIBIT AT THE FAIR. 


Comment by William E. Curtis, the Newspaper 
Correspondent, on Features of the 
Growth of Life Insurance. 


The distinguished newspaper correspondent, 
W. E. Curtis, in writing of the Prudential’s 
exhibit at the World’s Fair, says: 

“In the educational building at St. Louis 
is a very interesting and ingenious exhibit, 
made by Frederick L. Hoffman, statistician 
of the Prudential Insurance Company of New 
Jersey. It illustrates by maps and diagrams, 
in a most graphic manner, the development of 
the life insurance business in the United 
States, and even those who are engaged in 
that profession and consider themselves well 
informed are forced to admit their astonish- 
ment at the magnitude of the interests so 
forcibly displayed by Mr. Heffman. 

“The first American life insurance company 
was organized in 1812, nine years after the 
Louisiana purchase, and fifty years later 
there were only seven companies, with less 
than 30,000 policies in force. On Jan. 1, 1904, 
there were eighty companies doing either an 
ordinary or an industrial business, or both, 
with assets exceeding $2,275,000,000, and 
19,500,000 policies in force, or nearly one for 
every four men, women and children in the 
United States. 

“The following statement will show the in- 
crease in ordinary life insurance, as_ illus- 
trated by Mr. Hoffman’s diagrams: 


ORDINARY POLICIES IN FORCE. 
ae 29,407 MEE 1,218,008 
Ee 54,569 1895 ....... 1,868,954 
js 722,229 | ee 2,820,950 
BOE secccte 657,288 BOOS 2 ccceus 4,172,288 


“The per capita of ordinary insurance in 
1860 was $7, in 1880 it was $36, and in 1900 
it was $106. The largest per capita of poli- 
cies in the State of New York and the 
smallest in Oklahoma. 

* * 


“Mr. Hoffman has a series of diagrams 
illustrating the finances of life insurance 
which show that the income of the eighty 
American companies in 1902 was $489,000,000 
and the disbursements $313,000,000, leaving 
a surplus for that year (which is about the 
average of all recent years) of $176,000,000. 

Of the total income 80.6 percent was from 
premiums, 15.4 percent from interest, etc.. 
on investments, 1.9 percent from rents and 
2.1 percent from other sources. 

“Of the total disbursements 45.6 percent 
was for claim payments, 8.4 percent for sur- 
rendered policies, 8.5 percent for dividends t 
policyholders, 18.7 percent for commissions 
to agents, 9.6 percent for salaries and medi- 
cal fees, and 9.2 percent for other disburs« 
ments. 

“The total assets exceed two thousand mi! 
lion dollars, and of this amount 48.4 percent 
is invested in stocks and bonds, 27.3 percen 
in bonds and mortgages, 8 percent in rea! 
estate, 5.2 percent represents policy loans, 4.6 
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percent is cash in banks, 6.5 represents other 
securities. Of the total liabilities 83 percent 
is insurance reserve, 15.9 percent is surplus 
to policyholders and capital stock, and 1.1 
percent represents other liabilities. 

* * * 


“What is known as industrial insurance 
was inaugurated by the Prudential Company 
of New Jersey in 1875, and the development 
has been so rapid that on Jan. 1, 1904, there 
were 14,625,000 policies of that sort in force 
in the United States. The most rapid in- 
crease has been in New Jersey, where 55.2 
of the entire population are insured. 

“Mr. Hoffman has prepared a striking dia- 
gram to illustrate the relative family expenses 
of working men who, throughout the United 
Siates, devote only 2.9 percent of their in- 
come to life insurance, which is less than 
3 cents per capita per year of the working 
population, while they spend 3.2 of their in- 
come for tobacco and liquor. The following 
is Mr. Hoffman’s idea of the way in which 
the wage-earners of the United States spend 
their money: 






Per Cent. 

PO nhc we sdddvsiaded ahdenswvennseeeksebad 42.3 
CE Radawiisnhae ensues tela en nee ean 16.6 
EE NEGDARNEN SEG HKRAS. Ch retal CEOs dah enw dale 10.8 
PU Me SE Gikee sd acnesenncoueewed ns s-ab 5.4 
Re Ds cxbiewsaisas ONS e ae eee 3.2 
RE Cedi gid Gwan wwe: eed aaehew ak oe ee 32 
EAP, CN: bss ccvewsnnacens 2.9 
Amusements and recreation. so Be 
ee re ere 1.7 
CE, wasce ashe sneavod. Sa cewek bee 1.9 
ee re nee 10.6 
WS 4:55 00d eS RES tee de Read wens 100.0 





BEREAVEMENT COMES TO GEO, H. OLMSTED. 


Friends of George H. Olmsted of Olmsted 
Bros. & Co., state agents of the National Life 
at Cleveland, are extending their sympathy 
in his great bereavement over the death of 
his daughter, Mrs. A, P. Gregor, a young 
woman of lovable disposition and character, 
which occurred Sunday evening. Her health 
had never been good, and for this reason the 
parents were bound even more closely to her 
than they otherwise would have been. Mr. 
Gregor is connected with the First National 


Bank of Cleveland. 
+ +e 


NEDERLAND MAY RETURN. 

The management of the Nederland Life is 
contemplating entering the company again in 
the United States. The only barrier is the 
cost of securing the business. It operated 
here from 1893-97, but got badly burned on 
the expense end. The company originated the 
famous five-year term optional renewable 
policy. 

President Louis I. Duboureq of the United 
States branch of the Nederland Life of Hol- 


land, states that he knows nothing of the 
rumored re-entry of the company into the 
states, 

om - 


WILL GRADUATE ANOTHER GENERAL AGENT. 


H. W. Ward, general agent of the State 
Mutual Life at Cleveland, is keeping up his 
record of training general agents, and within 

short time the company will take another 
one of his men for a responsible position. 
Up to this time five former employes of his 
office have been made general agents of other 
companies, and two occupy similar positions 
with the State Mutual. This will make the 
third. Mr. Ward’s motto is “To shove them 
up or out” without loss of time, and it does 
not take long to tell which way they ought 
to go. ffl 

+ ~~ 
TRASK’S AGENTS TO MEET. 

The agents of the Northwestern Mutual 
Life in the northern district of Ohio, under 
General Agent J. C, Trask, will hold a meet- 
ing at the Hollenden Hotel, Cleveland, on 
Dec. 27 or 28, when Secretary J. W. Skinner 
and Superintendent of Agents H. F. Norris 
of the company will be present and address 
them. Mr. Trask will be host to all, and a 
ery pleasant time is anticipated. 





E. A. Helm of Saugatuck, Mich., has been 
‘ppointed assistant superintendent of agents of 
he Equitable Life of Iowa for Michigan, 
ndiana and Illinois. Mr, Helm was for many 
years located at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, as spe- 


‘ial representative of the Northwestern 
Mutual. 





LIFE NOTES. 


John S. Avis, district agent of the Union 
Central Life, has opened an office at Adrian, 
Mich. 

The United Order of Foresters, a Peoria 
fraternal, has been licensed to begin business 
in Illinois. 

James H. Nicholson of Janesville, Wis., 
manager of the Central Life of lowa, has gone 
with the Reliance Life. 


It is reported from Milwaukee that the 
examination of the Northwestern Mutual Life 
will probably be completed about Jan. 1. 

The regular triennial examination of the 
Massachusetts Mutual Life by the Massachu- 
setts department will be begun early in Jan- 
uary. 

Wendall H. Heighton, formerly with the 
Union Central Life, becomes general agent of 
the Central Life with headquarters in Des 
Moines. 


The Columbian National Life has opened 
Wisconsin. M. D. Fenno of the Chicago office 


will be manager, with Milwaukee as _head- 
quarters, 
Wisconsin agents of the Mutual Life of 


New York to the number of over forty had 
a banquet last week at the Stoddard hotel in 
La Crosse. 

Wm. B. McCaw of Montreal. leader in the 
Travelers’ president’s contest, brought in a 
$10,000 application last week and the check to 
go with it. 

Harry W. Haskins, assistant secretary of the 
Massachusetts Mutual, died Dec. 9. He was 
40 years old and had been with the company 
for thirty-one years. 

L. C. Moore, formerly assistant manager of 
the National Life of Vermont at Kingfisher, 
Okla., has become special agent of the Frank- 
lin Life at Oklahoma City. 


The Michigan Association of Life Under- 
writers had a good meeting last week. It 
started with a beefsteak dinner and ended 
with speech-making and music. 

E. W. Christy, state manager of the United 
States Life at Cleveland, is convalescing from 
a severe siege of typhoid fever. He will be 
able to be out in a short time. 

It is understood that Steve Essex, the well- 
known insurance man of Des Moines who 
went into bankruptcy a short time ago, will 
settle all claims against him. His hearing has 
begun before Referee S. S. Ethridge at Des 
Moines. 

Dr. E. C. Spinney, head of the Bankers 
Union of the World, of Omaha, was severely 
injured recently. He was running to catch 
the train which was pulling out of an Illinois 








town, when he slipped and fell. His arm was 
broken and he was badly bruised. He is at 
his home in Des Moines. 


The Toledo Association of Life Under- 
writers has adopted resolutions of condolence 
to J. J. Mooney, one of its members, on the 
death of his brother, Judge W. T. Mooney. 

The Home Indemnity Society of Detroit has 
assumed the business and liabilities of the 
Great Western Indemnity—the Grand Rapids 
fraternal which retired on account of small 
membership. 


Commissioner Barry of Michigan has issued 
a certificate of authority to the Federal As- 
sembly of the House of Washington, a new 
farternal beneficiary, organized in Michigan, 
with headquarters at Pontiac. 

Agents of the Minnesota Mutual Life in 
eastern Missouri will meet in St. Louis Jan. 
17, under the supervision of J. L. Brininstool, 
general agent at St. Louis. There will be a 
banquet and theater party as features of the 
meeting. 

The Co-operative Home Purchasing So- 
ciety of Chicago is reported to be operative 
in Nebraska through local agents. The con- 
cern is not licensed in the state and the at- 
torney-general will probably proceed against 
its Nebraska agents. 

Over 1,300 new members will be taken into 
the Independent Order of Forestefs in Cleve- 
land on Dec. 15. This will be the largest class 
ever initiated into the order, and Dr. 
Oronhyatikha, head of the organization, will 
be present to take part in the ceremonies. 


Cornelius S. Moses has purchased from 
State Manager Robert F. Shedden of the 
Mutual Life of New York in Georgia the 


southern portion of that state and will become 
manager for that section on Jan. 1. Mr. 
Moses’ headquarters will be in Savannah. 

Charles B. Froment, for the past four years 
superintendent of agencies of the Mutual 
Benefit Life at Defiance, Ohio, under State 
Agent Drewry, has tendered his resignation 
to take effect January 1, when he will enter 
the manufacturing business, with headquarters 
in Toledo. 

Foreclosure proceedings against Orville P. 
Curran, general agent of the Equitable Life 
at Chicago, have been begun by the Berkshire 
Life upon three notes for $20,000 each, said 
to have been given by Curran Sept. 27, 1892. 
The property involved is known as the Genoa 
flats in Michigan terrace. 


The Hartford Fire has reinsured the busi- 
ness of the Alexandria of Virginia, which was 
organized in 1871. Its business was largely 
confined to Virginia. 





TO BOND MEN 


THE MIDDLESEX BANKING COMPANY 


of MIDDLETOWN, 


30th YEAR OF BUSINESS 


CONNECTICUT 
ASSETS, $6,767,338.32 


TWENTY-FIVE MILLIONS OF ITS SECURITIES MATURED AND PAID 
UNDER STATE SUPERVISION 


Now offers its 10 year 44 per cent 


PARTICIPATING COLD BONDS 


INTEREST PAYABLE ANNUALLY 


The Maturity Value of these Bonds is $200.00 and upwards. 
Annual payment 10 per cent of Maturity Value of Bond. 
Payments may be made aunually, semi-annually, quarterly 
or monthly. 


CENERAL, SPECIAL and LOCAL ACENTS 


$2,500 to $7,000 paid to traveling special agents. 


The 


record of the Middlesex Banking Company in the field of 
participating investment bonds has never been equaled. 
Address all cummunications to 


MIDDLESEX SEC 
52 Broadway Sd ° 


URITIE 


Ss COMPANY 
- NEW YORK 


L. E. SPENCER, Western Manager, Home Office 
DEANE & DEANE, Wisconsin Mgrs., Wells Bidg., Milwaukee 
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AMONG THE GASUALTY MEN. 


TESTING VALIDITY OF CRAFTS LAW. 














Arguments Presented Before the Ohio Supreme 
Court in the Case of McKell Against 
Robbins, Probate Judge. 





Arguments were heard by the Ohio supreme 
court last week in the case of Jean D. McKell 
against H. D. Robbins, probate judge, to test 
the validity of the Crafts bonding law. Hon. 
Lawrence ‘J. Neal represented Mrs. McKell, 
who objects to giving a surety company bond 
as representative of her late husband’s large 
estate. Judge Robbins refused to accept a 
personal bond until the point was tested. 

Judge Neal argued that the statute exempts 
the superintendent of insurance, notaries pub- 
lic and representatives of estates of less than 
$2,000 from its operation and is therefore 
class legislation. The right of private con- 
tract, he said, is abrogated, and the companies 
are given power of legislation, as they may 
increase the rates above the maximum in the 
Crafts law. The court cannot be deprived by 
the legislature of the right to fix the amount 
of bonds. 

In answer Samuel H. Holding of Cleveland, 
acting for ‘the companies, said that probate 
courts may he given powers in addition to 
those granted by the constitution, and that the 
right to give a bond is not inalienable. The 
exemptions in the law are not arbitrary, since 
no one is compelled to give a different kind 
of bond from the one provided for others. It 
rests with them as to whether they do or not. 
Mr. Holding said that similar acts had been 
sustained by the courts of Pennsylvania and 
Kentucky. 





TUTTLE BECOMES LIABILITY MANAGER. 


After Jan. 1 the liability branch of the Trav- 
elers in Iowa will be under the management 
of Joel Tuttle, with headquarters at Des 
Moines. Mr. Tuttle having recently consoli- 
dated his fire and bonding agency with an- 
other, will give up active work in these lines. 
The Davenport district, so-called, which in- 
cludes the tier of counties along the river, 
will continue under W. E. Snyder of Daven- 
port, the present state liability manager, who 
has large and well established interests in 
that city. With the life manager at Des 
Moines, the company desired the liability man- 
ager there too, and an amicable arrangement 
has been concluded whereby Mr. Snyder is 
satisfied and this point obtained. 

a al 7+ 

THEFT AT CLEVELAND WATERWORKS’ OFFICE. 

A few days ago someone took a roll of bills 
containing over $1,900 from the counter in the 
Cleveland waterworks department just as the 
cashier was getting ready to bank it. The 
theft occurred while he had his back turned, 
taking the coin from the safe. While several 
persons were in the office, no one saw the 
money taken. Nothing has been heard of 
either it or the thief. It is said the depart- 
ment will attempt to hold the American Bond- 
ing Company for the loss, although it is not 
known whether its policy covers loss by theft 


or not. 
+ + 


TWO COMPANIES NOT CONNECTED. 

The newly organized Crawfordsville Live 
Stock Insurance Company will have no con- 
nection with the Indiana & Ohio Live Stock. 
H, C. Naylor, who has been manager of the 
old company for fourteen years, will con- 
tinue in that position until the end of the year. 
His successor has not been named yet. Mr. 
Naylor is to be the manager of the new com- 
pany. 

_~ tt 
SUES THE BONDING COMPANY. 

The Farmers Loan & Building Association 
of Chillicothe, Mo., has entered suit against 
the United States Fidelity & Guaranty Com- 
panp on three counts for shortages on bonds 
for $3,000 furnished A. P. Shour, secretary of 
the association for the years 1901, 1902 and 
1903. It is alleged that Mr. Shour was short 
$2,848 in 1901, $1,847 in 1902 and $2,582 in 
1903. Judgment is asked for the amount of 


these shortages, the company having renewed 
its original bond each year. Mr. Shour was a 
prominent insurance man of Chillicothe, and 
the announcement of his alleged shortage in 
the Building & Loan Association was quite a 
surprise. 
+ + 
BELL TAKES ON A SIDE LINE. 

Herbert W. Bell of Huggins & Bell, gen- 
eral agents of the United States Fidelity & 
Guaranty at Cleveland, has been appointed re- 
ceiver for the famous Cassie L. Chadwick 
securities, and now has them all in his pos- 
session, including those to which the name 
of Andrew Carnegie is attached. The inter- 
esting part of the matter is that, while the 
aggregate of the securities is over $10,000,000, 
the court required Mr. Bell to give a bond 
of only $10,000. He will have his hands full 
for a while when Mrs. Chadwick’s affairs all 
get into the courts. 





TO RESPECT EACH OTHER’S BUSINESS. 





Liability Conference Members Will Not Have 
Many Obligations Resting on Them as 
to Risks of Outsiders. 





The Liability Conference will only be con- 
tinued as an organization for holding the 
valuable statistics already gathered and for 
interchange of information, If the new na- 
tional board gets to be a factor in controlling 
liability rates, the experience of conference 
companies may be turned over to it to be used 
as the nucleus for manual rates. 

The four remaining members. of the con- 
ference agree not to disturb each other’s 
business. They will not be under any other 
obligations. No special rates need be se- 
cured on risks of outsiders. The writing of 
such business will be left to the company to 
decide as to rate. Even with the bars thus let 
down it is not likely that there will be any 
great amount of slashing, as the companies are 
not desirous of writing business at a loss. 





PLATE GLASS COMPANIES ENTER COMPACT. 

Ten plate glass companies have agreed to 
the plans proposed for a compact and have 
bound themselves to its terms. The Central 
Accident, which had taken part in the con- 
ferences, refused to sign when the others 
did, although it was stated that this action 
was not to be considered a final declination 
on the part of the company, but only as show- 
ing a desire for further consideration of the 
plan. The other companies state that it will 
not change their plans, even if the Central 
Accident should eventually decide to remain 
outside. 

The association having effected uniformity 
in policies, minimum rates and brokers’ com- 
missions, will become operative on Jan. 

~~ ++ 
GOOD BONDING BUSINESS IN SIGHT. 


In Georgia a law prescribes that all re- 
ceivers and collectors after their election in 
October must furnish bonds by Jan. 1. So 
far only sixty-seven out of 274 of these bonds 
have been filed and there promises to be some 
nice business for casualty companies within 
the next two weeks. 

- ke 
WILL SIGN FIDELITY BONDS. 

The Macdonell-Baker-Callender Company of 
Chicago, managers of the Etna Indemnity, 
will be given the power on Jan. I to sign 
fidelity bonds. This is a privilege that is sel- 
dom delegated to anyone outside the home 
office. 

+ at 

REAL ESTATE ACCIDENT’S ANNUAL MEETING. 

The National Real Estate Accident Associa- 
tion held its first annual meeting at Des 
Moines last Saturday. The most important 
business transacted was the election of officers 
and directors for a term of five years. The 
temporary offices were re-elected, except two, 
M. J. Schemerhorn of Des Moines being 
elected vice-president to succeed B. F. Bur- 
winkle and R, H. Delmege of Des Moines, 
secretary, to succeed C. H. Holcomb, who was 
named as assistant secretary. 

Plans for the continuance of the business 








along the lines of a mutual insurance organi- 
zation on the plan of the Iowa State Traveling 
Mens Association were discussed. The 
organization is less than two months old and 
reports a membership of about 1,200. 
~~ + 
REDUCING HEALTH BENEF.TS. 


The executive committee of the Interna- 
tional Association of Accident Underwriters 
met in New York last week, and it was 
agreed to reduce the period for weekly in- 
demnity on health policies to twenty-six weeks, 
going into effect Jan. 1. This has been ap- 
proved by forty-eight out of fifty companies 
writing this class of business. The committee 
devoted considerable time to discussing the 
advisability of requesting accident companies 
to eliminate the accumulation and the bene- 
ficiary feature from accident policies. The 
committee on classification of the association 
also met to endeavor to.secure more uniform 
classification in personal accident risks. 

7 oo 
FORM RELIEF FUND. 

The Northwestern Mutual Relief Associa- 
tion has been formed by employes of the In- 
dianapolis & Northwestern Traction Company 
of Imdianapolis, Ind., the purpose being to 
create a fund available for members in case 
of sickness or death. The president of the 
organization is C. C. Reynolds, general man- 
ager of the traction company. 

BENEFICIARY WINS SUIT. 

Mrs, Martina Brittner has secured judgment 
for $1,479.70 against the Continental Casualty 
in the circuit court at Little Rock, Ark. Her 
son was insured in the company for $1,500 
and was killed by falling from a freight train 
on which he was alleged to have stolen a 
ride. The company claimed that this was un- 
necessary exposure to danger on his part, and 
that it was liable for only one-tenth of the 
face of the policy and offered to pay $150 in 
the court. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


H. M. Coudrey & Co. of St. Louis, general 
agents of the United States Fidelity & Guar- 
anty, have issued bonds to the extent of $160,- 
coo on new city officials. 

A department for adjusting all claims due 
to accident has been established by the branch 
of the Armour Packing Company at Kan. 
sas City, Mo. It is in charge of Walter 
Jordaan. 

The barn of Frank Tallmadge, the Colum- 
bus casualty man, was burglarized recently. 
He carried burglary insurance on it in the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty, of which 
he is general agent. 


The Mutual Sick & Accident Association 
has been formed at Grand Rapids and is de- 
signed especially for the factory employes of 
that city. Directors for the first year are 
J. H. DeClark, L. J. Dolphin, W. H. Hulswit, 
J. C. Loucks and George Westveer. 

Mrs. William B. Uhl of Cleveland has ap- 
plied for a divoroce from her husband, who a 
few years ago represented a bonding company 
in that city, but left under a cloud in 1900. 
Mrs. Uhl says that he has not contributed 
to the support of his family since 1892, and 
she does not know his whereabouts at the 
present time, 





The Alliance Fire Insurance Company of 
Austin, Minn., has filed articles of incorpo 
ration with the insurance commissioner for 
the organization of a stock company wit! 
$100,000 paid-up capital. 





CASUALTY & SURETY BOARD. 


(Continued from Page 6.) 
the success of the officers would be ver: 
largely in proportion to the support accorde 
by the members. 

Annual Meeting to be Held in October. 
There was quite a little discussion as to th 
best time of the year to hold the annual meet- 
ing. The first suggestion was that it shoul’ 
be held in January so that the question ©! 
what should be done in the line of lookin: 
after legislative matters could be decide: 
at the opening of the legislative season 
Another suggestion was to hold it in th 
summer time, so that business and outing 
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might be combined. Upon the roll being 
called, however, it was developed that Oc- 
tober was the favorite month, a majority of 
all those present favoring this time of the year. 
The third Tuesday in October was fixed for 
the time and New York as the place. 

Municipal License Fees Growing Burdensome. 

One fact brought out by several of those 
present was the growing burden of municipal 
license fees. These fees are the heaviest in 
the south, but there seems to be a gradual 
tendency on the part of municipalities to im- 
pose this burden upon insurance corporations. 
While nothing was suggested for checking 
this tendency, those who spoke expressed the 
opinion that it was one of the questions 
which the new organization might wisely con- 
sider. No particular methods were suggested 
for the achieving of any of the objects of 
the organization, so it remains for the officers 
to demonstrate that there is a place for the 
Board of Casualty & Surety Underwriters. 

Most Influential [Men in the Business Have Joined. 

A glance at those present at the meeting 
reveals the fact that the new organization 
starts off with the co-operation of a large 
majority of the casualty companies of the 
country. There were a few absentees, but 
most of the men who are influencing the de- 
velopment of casualty insurance in its various 
forms were there. 

The surety interests were not so well repre- 
sented, but it seems probable that now that 
the organization has been perfected, the surety 
companies will see that they have an interest 
in this large and broad co-operative under- 
taking. Heretofore these companies have 
rather flocked by themselves in groups of one, 
and there certainly is no line of insurance to- 
day where a getting together of the men in- 
terested is of as much importance as it is in 
the surety field. While the board may not 
be ready to take up the questions. which per- 
tain especially to the surety business, it will 
probably hasten the coming of effective surety 
co-operation. 

Captain Masters’ Counsel Was Valuable 

The west was well represented. First there 
was Capt. A. W. Masters, experienced, ag- 
gressive, companionable, apt in phraseclogy, 
having clear-cut views concerning development 
of his own particular line and willing to co- 
operate in any direction which will make for 
the common good. In the discussions of the 
meeting, he did not have so much to say, but 
what he said was to the point. It seems good 
to see the Captain back with his old-time 
strength and vigor, ready to carry his share 
of the work. 

Continental Casualty Ably Re resented. 

From the Continental Casualty there was a 
strong trio. President C. H. Bunker, who is 
not given to much talking but who thinks 
well and expresses himself clearly, is always 
to be found ready to support the proposition 
which will produce the best results and insure 
the largest measure of harmony. To chat 
with President Bunker for a few minutes, is 
to feel constantly increasing confidence in the 
man, his hearty good-will, his genuine friendli- 
ness and courtesy. 

Then there was H. G. B. Alexander, the 
nushing and aggressive general manager, who 
loes many things for the common good and 
yet in the doing of them never neglects the 
terest of his company. Clear-headed, with 

cll-defined ideas, he just naturally gravitates 

ward responsible positions. 

\. A. Smith is another of the Continental 
men who does his work well and can be de- 
{ nded upon to give a good account of him- 

Tt 


Ralph Butler Is Not a Porcupine. 

‘hen midway hetween the east and west 
re was Ralph Butler, known of everybody, 
er so happy as when in an argument with 
eone. He takes a hand in almost any- 
g that comes along. To hear him talk 
a convention or read his writings, one 
ould think he was as bristling as a porcu- 
‘ine, but when you come to know him, he is 
roughly genial and generally a good fellow. 

: George F. Seward, Dean of the Faculty. 
Of the eastern contingent, the dean of the 
isualty faculty is easily George F. Seward. 
came into the meeting a little late and 
‘ early, but his presence was assurance of 
operation on the part of one of the strong- 
and best managed of the casualty institu- 
ions of the country. You sit down and talk 
‘or a few minutes with George F. Seward, 





and, if you are at all receptive, you are 
pretty sure to have increased your stock of 
ideas. He has convictions and a very apt 
way of expressing them. The company paper 
which the Fidelity & Casualty issues, contains 
some of the clearest thinking of any company 
publication in the country. 
The Moores, Two of Them and Not Alike. 

A couple of other noticeable figures were the 
Moores. One from Philadelphia and one from 
New York. They can hardly be bracketed 
together, as they are so essentially different. 
Franklin J. is aggressive, thoughtful in re- 
source and sometimes credited with being a 
sort of plunger in accident insurance. ‘his 
is more apparent than real, however, because 
underneath his talk and underneath his radical 
plans, there is a pretty clearly defined and 
well-settled purpose, namely, the advancement 
of the company he represents. W. F. Moore, 
who has made so much of a success of the 
New Amsterdam, is one of the strongest, if 
not the strongest, of the younger casualty un- 
derwriters. Starting with a special knowledge 
of liability insurance, he has studied and pretty 
well mastered the other lines written by the 
New Amsterdam. Besides, he is a diplomat 
of no mean order, as the new organization of 
plate glass men very clearly shows. 

Lott and Smith Were Present. 

Edson S. Lott was also present. It is no 
disrespect to him to say that he is the finest 
jollier who ever came over the pike. He 
makes compliments do a world of work for 
him, and he has a happy faculty of making 
every one he talks to feel that his ability is 
recognized. As president of the International 
Association of Accident Underwriters, he has 
shown what he can accomplish in a way of 
developing an organization. 

William Bro. Smith, the Traveler's general 
counsel, represented that company. He is a 
combination of lawyer and accident insurance 
expert, and in each direction has shown him- 
self possessed of plenty of ability. 

Dr. Keelor, Technical and Scholarly. 

Among the technical men present, Dr. R. S. 
Keelor of the Philadelphia Casualty, who likes 
abstruse subjects, the collation of elaboate 
data and the consideration of technical ques- 
tions. Slender, looking the strdent rather 
than the man of affairs, he has a good many 
of the difficult tasks in an organization given 
him to work out. 

One of the newer faces is that of Walter 
Penniman of the A2tna Indemnity. He ap- 
pears to be quite a close student of the cas- 
ualty business and possesses the ability of ex- 
pressing himself clearly while he is on his 
feet. Judging from the part he took in the 
organization meeting, he is a valuable addi- 
tion to the casualty business. 

Stone, Faxon and Woods, Executive Officers. 

John T. Stone made an admirable presiding 
officer, expediting the work of the meeting 
and naturally was well pleased with the suc- 
cess which has attended the movement. Mr. 
Stone is a pretty good type of the men who is 
developed by his business. Starting as a rank 
outsider, he has gradually developed into a 
believer in co-operation, who has succeeded 
well in building up the company of which he 
is president. Waiter Faxon as secretary is 
the right man in the right place. W. T. 
Woods, the treasurer, is a contribution of the 
heretofore most disorganized branch of cas- 
ualty underwriting, that of plate glass. 
Though his company insures a very fragile 
substance, there is nothing fragile in the sup- 
port which W. T. Woods gives to an organi- 
zation of which he is a member. 

No Want of Ability in the Organization. 

From these notes, it will be seen that the 
Board of Casualty & Surety Underwriters is 
composed of companies managed by clear- 
headed, capable men, who believe that in co- 
operation is to be found the secret of the 
largest and truest progress. Though it re- 
mains for the new organization to demonstrate 
its place in the insurance world, two things 


f are certain, first that there is need of co-op- 


eration, and second, that there is plenty of 
ability in the new organization to insure it. 





GENERAL AGENTS. 


Do you want a special agent, inspector, 
daily report examiner, map clerk, book-- 
keeper? If so, use a WESTERN UNDER- 
wriTeR Want Ad. One dollar first inser- 
tion, 75 cents each subsequent insertion. 











Sometimes a revision of policy 
forms means little. It stands for 


THOROUGHNESS 


in every detail in the changes that 
have been made by the Union 
Mutual—re-arrangement of fea- 
tures, reduction of rates, liberaliz- 
ing of rights, a contract modern 
to the highest notch. A policy 
that looks well, sells easily, and 
pleases long. 


UNION MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE CO. 


PORTLAND, MAINE 
FRED E. RICHARDS, Pres. ARTHUR L. BATES,V.-Pres. 
Agents always desired—the kind 
who write policies and hold them 
ADDRESS EITHER 
THORNTON CHASE, Supt., 84 Adams Street, Chicago, Ill. 
EDSON D. SCOFIELD, Supt , 180 Broadway, New York City 











What is the use of saying ‘‘the best company,"’ 
or ‘‘the strongest company,”’ or ‘‘ the largest 
company?"’ They all say those things. 


We Say Simply 


—THE—— 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA 
Organized 1847 


That Tells the Whole Story 














The Massachusetts 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
INCORPORATED 1851 








Assets, January 1, 1904, $33,590,999 
Liabilities, $30,943,508 
Surplus, $2,647,491. 
Definite paid-up and cash surrender 
written in every policy 
JOHN A. HALL, President 
HENRY M. PHILLIPS, Vice-President 


values 





CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201 Johaston Buildiag. 
CHICAGO OFFICE: 316 Merchants’ Loan & Trust Building, 
L. Brackett Bishop, Mgr. 














CHARTERED 1866 


Hartford Life Insurance 
Company, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
GEO, E.KEENEY, Pres. CHAS. H. BACAL'., Sec’y. 





Up to date in business methods 
—in contracts —in plans — 
BEST Insurance to Buy or to 
Sell—Ordinary Life and 
Limited Payment Policies— 
Automatic Endowments at 80 





$25,500,000 PAID TO BENEFICIARIES. 
Liberal Contracts for Business Getters. 
INVESTIGATE 
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THE PACIFIC 
MUTUAL 


OF CALIFORNIA 


ITS LIFE POLICIES GUARANTEE 
DIVIDENDS. IT IS AN OLD TIME 
TRIED COMPANY. ASSETS 
NEARLY SIX MILLION. SURPLUS 
TO POLICYHOLDERS NEARLY 
$1,000,000.00. AGENTS WANTED. 


DANFORD M. BAKER 


CENERAL ACENT 
608 Marquette Building, CHICAGO 








THE COLUMBIAN 
NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


BOSTON, IASS. 


Incorporated under the 
laws of Massachusetts 








PERCY PARKER,- -~ - ‘ 
C. V. FORNES. New York - : ) 
WM. BUTLER WOODBRIDGE, Boston ‘-Vice-Pres. 
GEO. H. HOLT, Chicago - = 


GERMANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Organized 1859 


62 and 64 William St., Cor. Cedar, New Yo k 


Statement January 1, 1904 
Cash Capital. ........ .... $1,000,000.00 


President 














Reserve for Unearned Premiums Seat 2,178,043.74 
Reserve for Losses a:d all other 
PRC GGE 5: sebendtnes van ncddes 153,325.78 


acdc Daaddesien. en iseenkbnde 
- sees ee 85,849, 863.33 


HUGO SCHUMANN, President. 


Fr. Von Beenvutu, V.-Pres. Geo. B. Epwarps, V.-Pres. 
CHARLES RUYKHAVER, Sec. Gustav KEgR, Ass’t Sec. 


2,518.464 11 





Total Assets........... 


Western Department 
E.G. HALLE, Mgr. Royal Insurance Building, Chicago, lil. 














SURPLUS LINES 


THE GREAT LAKES 
FIRE AND MARINE 
INSURANGE GO. 


424 New York Life Building 
171 La Salle Street 
CHICACO 


FREDERICK F. KRAUSE, President 





Agency Appointments 
Life and Casualty 











LIFE AGENTS. 


OHIO. 

4/tna—F. H. Ulrey, Springfield; Walter Smith, 
Columbus; H. L. Frank and W Schaffner, 
Marion; F. C. Garrett, Dayton, 

Bankers, Ia.—R. B. Reeves, Dayton. 

Fidelity Mut.—George McCrea, Columbus; F. J. 
Fischer, Fremont. 

Home—E,. BE. Metzger, Ridge; J. 
desheimer, Akron. 

Manhattan—William J. Blue, Cleveland. 

Mass. Mut.—Leon H. Hawley, Lorain; Edgar L. 
Thomas, Cincinnati; George E. Fiske, Napoleon. 

Mutual, N. Y.—Elmer H. Conaway, Cardington ; 
Luther V. Hull, N. Baltimore; W. E. Martin, Up- 
per Sandusky. 

National, Vt.—George T. Struggles, Cleveland. 

New York—Chas. J. Davis, Chagrin Falls; Levi 
O. Jones, Marietta. 

Provident L. & 'T.-—R. M. Miller, Dayton. 

Proy. Savings—James E. Fisher, Niles. 

Travelers—Joshua E. Price, Columbus. 

WISCONSIN. 

Atna—Walter W. Bakens, Stevens Point. 

Bankers, Ia.—C. W. Caswell, Fort Atkinson. ~ 

Des Moines—<Albert Smalley, Stanley; George 
M. Barber, Beloit; Anton M. Roundhough, Am- 
mund Carlson, Prairie Farm. 

Equitable, N. Y.—J. Hill Cundy, Peshtigo; H. 
Cc. Kemp, Hayward; John W. Vogel, Decorah, Ia. 

Fidelity Mut.—J. E. Abbott, Madison. 


Stony Hed- 

















New England Mut.—W. F. Ruehlmann, La 
Crosse. 

New York—Thomas F. Konop, Kewaunee; 
Phillip Schaeffer, William L. Schoeverling, Ar- 
thur P. Christophel, Miss Agnes T. MeGinnis, 
Milwaukee; George Whalen, Monroe; Frank J. 
Kopecky, Wabena; George M. Clark, St. Paul, 


Minn.; John J. Warren, Aurora, Ill. 


N. W. Mut.—Harry S. Stronach, Marinette; 
Alex Kraus, Milwaukee; W. A. Meyers, Oconto 
Falls; Myron Reed, Lake Nebagamon; C. C. 


Henry, West Bend; E. J. Townsend, Green Bay ; 
W. H. Nott, John H. Dedrich, Red Granite; C. C. 
Homuth, Barnum; R. M. Johnson, Neshkoro; 
Samuel Huffman, Richland Center; Fay P. Briggs, 
Prairie du Chien; Elliot C. Getchel, Rib Lake. 

Pacific Mut.—William J. O’Connor, Milwaukee ; 
Clarence E. Mann, Bailey's Harbor. 


Penn Mut.—Annie E. Hanscome, Milwaukee ; 
Henry. Opgenorth, West Bend; J. H. Rowland, 
Kaukauna. 


Security Mut.—Andrew Oettinger, Laona. 
MINNESOTA. 

Des Moines—Gus E. Larson, 
Rigy, Willmar. 

Germania—Miss Nancy H. Buskett, Faribault ; 
Alfred J, Thorne, Minneapolis. 

Mutual Benefit, N. J.—H. C. Snow, Wadena. 

N. W. Mutual—G. H. Burke, P. N. Peterson, 
V. J. Rothschild and D. L. Wilson, St. Paul. 


Redwood; M. G. 


Pacifie Mut.—W. A. Highbeyer, St. Paul; B. 8. 
Correll, Atwater, 
INDIANA. 
Berkshire—R. A. Calkins, Chicago, III. 
Mut. Benefit—James W. Bower, Newcastle; 





Andrew Wasem, Mount Vernon. 


MICHIGAN. 

Bankers Ia.—S. C. Brock, Grand Rapids. 

Fidelity Mut.—F. X. Dreyer, Flint. 

Home—Wm. F. Jerome, Algonac; G. B. Fraze, 
Detroit; Henry Erdmann, Detroit. 

Mass. Mut.—W. J. Losinger, Kalamazoo. 

Manufacturers—D. F. Strong, Adrian; John 
Oakman, Escanaba; T. E. Burns, Menominee; I’. J. 
Chattaway, Petoskey. 

Pacific Mut.—Wm. Langley, Munising. 


Provident L. & T.—Chas. E. Saunders, Sagi- 
naw. 
Sun—W. H. Pangman, Akron; W. 8S. Dickens, 


Deckerville ; D. W. Norton, Lowell; F. G. Godfrey, 

Lowell; H. H. Patterson, Albert Kaymeier and 

John McCabe, Port Huron; Chas. Skelenger, Rock- 

Central—Andrew H. Hoover, Battle 
MISSOURI. 

Amer. Cent.—Homer A. Buckley, Neosho; Thos. 
B. Burley, Lebanon; James Hale, St. Mary’s; 
Chas. A. Jennings, Tuxedo. 

Bankers, la.—W. W. Sherwin, Golden City. 

Mass. Mut.—V. H. Elliston, Weston; Floyd C. 
Scoville, Kansas City. 

N. W. Nat’l—John B. Waddill, Springfield. 

Travelers—Dessert & Brock, Macon. 

Union Central—Wilson K. Graves, Clinton. 


CASUALTY AGENTS 


MISSOURIL. 
Continental Cas.—S. W. Laughlin, Chamois. 
N. J. Plate Glass—Adam Weber, St. Louis. 
MINNESOTA. 
Fid. & Cas.—E. M. Edwards, Spring Valley. 
National Protective—Stanley S. MeMahon, Deer 








River. 
INDIANA, 
Fid. & Cas.—James I. Van Buskerk, Gosport. 
OHIO. 
— Co. of Amer.—Oscar A. Rogers, Steuben- 
ville. 
Fid. & Cas.—Elwood De Wees, Barnesville; J. 


D. Turner, Chardon; Jay F. Greenwood, Minerva; 
William Klappert & Co. and J. H. Leiding, Cin- 
cinnati; Isaac Conrad, Massillon. 

General Acci., Pa.—G. Schaefer and Wm. H. 
Bradford, Columbus; J. F. Strait, Dayton; Nor- 








EDWIN E. NIESS, Secretary and Treasurer 





FRANK D. Jackson, President 
Srpney A. Foster, Secretary 


ROYAL UNION 
MUTUAL LIFE INS. CO. 


DES MOINES 


“As I understand it, you propose to 
return tomeall I have paid yourCompany, 
and $245 in addition.”—W. B. Allison, U. 
S. Senator, on a Fifteen Payment Life. 


“I now have an opportunity to receive 
back allthe money | have paid out, and 
$101.83 in profit.”"—J. B. Foraker, U. S. 
Senator from Ohio, on a $2,000, Ten Pay- 
ment Life. 


J. W. A. STAUDT, State Agent 
CANTON, OHIO 








EVERY MAN INTERESTED 


in selecting a profession 
that offers the greatest 
prospect of success 
should read the booklet, 
*““CAREERS FOR THE 
COMING MEN,” by 
Hon. John F. Dryden. 
It is a practical discus- 
sion of the opportunities 
offered in the field of 
Life Insurance. A copy 
will be sent, free, upon 
request. 


THE PRUDENTIAL 


Insurance Company of America 
Incc rporated as a Stock Company by the State of New Jersey 

Home Office JOHN F. DRYDEN 
NEWARK, N. J. resident 


Prudential Agents are Money Makers. Open Territory 
for Energetic Men. The Grand Prize was Awarded 
The Prudential at the St. Louis Exposition. 


f i 
STRENGTH OF 
if GIBRALTAR” '\ 


cy th 
Zt 











ORGANIZED 1870 
34th Annual Statement of the condition of the 


CONCORDIA FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


Of MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
DECEMBER 31, 1903 





CASH CAPITAL - - 200,000.00 
Reinsurance Reserve 583,404.46 
Sy ed = — Liabilities 139 seo Se 
TOTAL ASSETS - - | ,016;575.37 





GEORGE BRU MDER, President 
FRANK DAMKOEHLER, Secretary 





W. B. BIERCE, 
State Agent Michigan and Ohio, Whitney Opera House 
Block, Detroit, Mich. 


H. A. BARTELS, Special Agent 











man B. Thorp, Sabina; Charles McConneghey, 
Hillsboro. 
Great Eastern Cas.—C. F. Milbourne, Wester- 


INCORPORATED 1865 


GERMAN 
INSURANCE CO. 


OF FREEPORT, ILL. 


THE LARGEST AND MOST SUCCESSFUL 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY IN THE WEST 





Assets, January, 1904.............84,910,606.82 
Cash Capital 200,000.00 
Liabilities, including reinsurance.3,207,011.21 
Ee en re 1,503,595.61 





C. 0. COLLMAN, Pres. WM. TREMBOR, Sec. 
HENRY BAIER, V.-Pres. F. M. GUND, Ass’t Sec. 
D. B. SCHULTE, Treas. 

THOS. H. SMITH, State Agent, Dayton, Ohio 
CARL H. SMITH, Special Agent, Dayton, Ohio 























